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position is as it at present remains, that diffi-
culty will always obtrude itself, Just one
other point, and that is the question dealt with
in Clavse 109 as to the sale of rabbits. This
is not as elear as it might be and I should like
the assurance of the Government as far as
the Eastern goldfields are coneerned, that the
people there will be permitted still to trade
in rabbits as is done at present. This
was mentioned when the Bill was before the
Honge last session. I do not know if Clause
109 makes provision for this. I want the
Minister to makeit quite clear whether it will
be permissible to trade in rabbits in the East-
ern Goldficlds distriets, I understand the Gov-
eroment are anxious to get this Bill through.
I heartily support it and I would not have
spoken only for the urgency of the matters I
have mentioned. T quite understand excep-
tion is taken to the Bill in places beecause it
has to provide for the whale State, and we
have to deal with conditiona that are very
diverse, T believe the Bill is framed, although
it does not say so, to deal with the agrienl-
tural areas only, I understand the difficulty
of those engaged in pastoral pursnits and they
recognise the ancmalies. The Bill has been
drafted having in view the pest on the east-
ern belt. For that reason, leaving out the
pastoral portion, it will bes imperative that
the Bill should be immediately dealt with. 1
hope the measure will be passed without un-
due delay because it is necessary to tackle
the problem this summer. Although the rab-
bit question may be dealt with in the winter
time and has been effectual where a deter-
mined effort has been made in winter, if we
are really to do anything in the nature of ex-
terminatiop or keeping the rabbits within
bounds, we must get to work in dead earnest
this summer and with the shortest possible
delay put the Bill inte operation.

On motion by Hon, T. M. Clarke debate ad-
journed,

House adjourned at 7.44 p.m.

Tegislative Hesembly,
Thursday, 17ith Oclober, 1318.

e

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 pm,,
and read prayers.

[For ‘¢Questions on Notice’’ and ‘‘Papers
Presented’’ see ‘‘ Votes and Proeceedings.’’]

BILL—FORESTS.
Message.

Message from the Governor received and
read, recommending appropnation in eonnee-
tion W1th the Bill,
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QUESTION — ROYAL  COMMISSION
PERENJORI AND EULIN HOTEL
LICENSES.

Hou. P. COLLLIER (without notice) asked
the Premier: Will the Government consider
the advisability of appointing a solicitor to
agsist the Royal Commission appointed to in-
quire into the Perenjori and Kulin hotel
licenses? T do mot wish to make any remarks,
but in the past in connection with Royal Com-
missions, the Nevanas among others, it has
been found neceseary that someone should un-
dertake the preparation of the evidence neces-
sary to be called, it not being accepted as the
function or duty of a judge of the Supreme
Court to act as counsel in the case. Will the
Government consider the advisability of ren-
dering assistance of that nature to the judge
in the present instance?

The PREMIER replied: A judge of the
Supreme Court has been appointed as a Royal
Commissioner to go into these matters. The
Government were asked to appoint a Royal
Comnisgion, and it is for the Royal Commis-
sioner to say whether he requires any assist-
ance. If the case cannot ba conducted with-
out legal assistance, and if appliecation for
such assistance is8 made by the Royal Commis-
sioner, the Government will be very pleased to
consider the application.  The Government
have not yet had any suggestion to that effect
from the Royal Commissioner,

Hon. P. Collier: Governments have given
such assistance in the past without any sug-
gestion.

QUESTION—ORDERS OF THE DAY,
NOTIFICATION.

Mr, H, ROBINSON (without notice} agked
the Premier: Will the Premier be good
enough to make public through the columng
of the morning mewspapers the Orders of the
Day with whiech the Government intend to
proceed on each sitting day?

The PREMIER replied: The columns of
the public Press are not the property of the
Government. The Press can publish the
Orders of the Day if they so desire. No
doubt, if the hon. member approaches the
Press on the subject, his wishes will be aec-
ceded to. I am not in a position to bring
pressure to bear on the Press in this regard.

BILL—DISCHARGED BOLDIERS’
SETTLEMENT.

Second Reading,

Debate resumed from the 8th Oectober.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [441]: Thero
is not one member of this House, I am sure,
but is posscased with a desire to see thiz Bill
parsed through Parliament in a form which
will render the utmost possible asaistance to
our returned soldiers, whom it is Qesigned to
help. But whatever views members may take
of the merits of the Bill, it will be pencrally
conceded that the appearance of the measure
here i3 of a somewhat helated character, in
view of the fact that we have now been four
years at war and that for more than three
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years our soldiers have keen returning, to the
number now, [ think, of about 7,000, It is
aurprising that legislation of this nature, if
it is necesssary, and apparently it has been
found so, has not made its appearance before
Parliament at an earlier date. There can be
no doubt that the Governments of the various
Austratian States are fully seized of the ne-
cessity and value to their respective States of
settling as many as possible of the returned
goldiers on the land. I suppose Weatern
Australia, having regard to the faet that we
still have vast areas awaiting settlement, will
have wmore to gain from settling large num-
bers, if possible, of returned soldiers upon the
Iand than even our neighbours in the East,
whose lands are more closely occopied than
ours are. While that i3 so, T do not know
that the outlook for those who may go upon
the land, or indeed for those who are already
settled upon the land, is at all too bright at
the present time. Our citizens who have been
engaged in farming and agricultural pur-
avits dvring the past few years have had
perhaps the most trying time in their ex-
perience, and perhaps a severer time than the
settlers in any other State of the Common-
wealth have had for many years past. That
being 20, it is easy to understand that the
progpects are not very encouraging to the
returned acldiers. However that may be, it
ig certainly the duty of Parliament and of
the people of this country to do their very
utmost for at uny rate that seetion of our
returned men who do desire to engage in
farming or agrieultural pursnits, T rather
regret that the question of seftlement of re-
turned soldiers upon the pastoral arcas of
this State has not received that prominence
which I think ought to have been given to it
both in this House and outside. For, cer-
tainly, the results which have been obtained
by men engaged in pastoral pursuits during
the past few years, largely of course on aec-
count of the war, have becn such as to
offer every encouragement for what T might
describe aa the closer gettlement of our past-
oral areas. As we know, Western Austrulia
has immense arcas of pastoral country,
stretching from the Murchison right up to
the north-west coast. But unfortunately—
and T say ‘‘unfortunately’’ from the point
of view of settlement—that pastoral country
is held in very large holdings indeed. I do
not profess to be an authority upon matters
appertaining to sheep raising and to our
pastoral landa generally, but from what
I have been told by those who ought to
kuow, there i8 great scope for much
increased settlement in our pasteral areas,
in that the holdings might be consid-
erably reduced, to the general benefit of
those in possession of the land as well as
of the State gencrally. Because, with this
question is wrapped up that of the popula-
tion of the State, of the settlement at any
rate of those vast cmpty spaces. And, hav-
ing regard also to the faet that only the vear
before last an amending Land Bill was
passed which perpetuated the existing con-
dition of thinga in regard to our pastoral
lands, there secms very little prospect indeed
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of settling any considerable number of our
returned soldiers on those areas. Whilst on
this subject I would like to say that, so far
a3 1 can learn, the view that Parliament took
in the passing of that amending Land B,
in regard to the arca that might be held
by individual hoiders, the intention appears
to have heen defeated, or there seems to he
a weakness somewhere in the Act which we
were not aware of when it was passing
through this Chamber. 1t will be remem-
bered that the objeet was to limit the area
held by any one person to a millien acres.
In the case of a man and his wife, I believe,
that might be extended to two 'million acres,

The Premier: No, the Act distinetly
provides against that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tor the purpose of
my argument it does not matter. I under-
stand, however, that it is open to the holders
of land of a greater area than a million
acres to form companics.

The Premier: No.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott {Honorary Minis-
ter):  You must hold no interest in land out-
side your own land.

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1 have been told that
as a matter of faet companies huve been
formed sinee the passage of the Bill, which
enables the sharebolders to hold areas greatly
in cxcess of what it was intended they
should held. [ am glad to learn from the
Ministers that this is not so, hecanse if it
were found that there was a weakness in
the Aet in that respect it would be the im-
perative duty of the Government to hring
down amending legislation.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Oune ecan drive a coach
and four through the Aect.

Hon. . COLLIER: No doubt. through
all Acts, and partienlarly through Aects deal-
ing with land Jegislation,

Tlon. R, H. Underwnod (Honorary Minis-
ter): And especially Aets passed Ly the
Governmant of whieh the member for Nor-
tham was a member.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T do not know that,
beeaunse if there is any loop-hole in an Act,
Parliament has to share the responsibility
equally with the Minister who introduced
the measure, However, I am glad to learn
that my information in regard to the area
to be held is not correet, The Bill might be
divided into two parts, namely, that which
deals with the main principles, and those
privisions which deal mainly with adminis-
tration. When one examines the policy in
the Bill, it is found that the concessions
which it is propoesed to eonfer on soldier sot-
tlors, as eompared with the ordinary settler,
are not very great. They are limited, I he-
lieve, to four or five items. First of all, the
price of conditional purchase lands will be
to the soldier settler only onme half what it
is to the ordinary settler. That, of course,
is a considerable concession, but I do not
know that it goes as far as the Bill might
be expected to go. After all, T am coming
to the c¢oaclugsion that it matters very
little to the State whether we get
any purchase money at all for our agricul-
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tural land, having regard to the great ob-
stacles and diffieulties whieh face the people
who endeavour to clear and cultivate and
develop our farming lands, and having re-
gard also to the gencral advantage which
accrues to the community as the result of
the labours of those people. In view of
this I say it would be a good business pro-
position, from the State’s point of view, if
the land were given away, with no purchase
price at all. Tn this connection it is pro-
posed to give the soldier settler an advantage
of half the purchase money. T think the
House might well consider whether we ought
net to cxtend that conditien still Ffurther.
Another concession to the soldier settler is
to be that the payment of purchase money
will not commence until five years after the
isgue of the lease. That should be of con-
siderable assistance in that if the land has
been utilised for five years the holder will
be in a better position to make his payments
than he would be at an earlier period. Tt is
also proposed to have the interest payable
hy the scttler commence at 314 per cent, for
the first year and increase by one half per
vent. each year until the full interest pay-
ments have been reached. That, of course,
will be of considerable advantage to those
concerned,

Hon, W. C.- Angwin: That means 10% per
vent. or 11 per eent. on repurchased estates.

Hon. P. COLLIER: In regard to pastoral
leases that may bec acquired under the mea-
sure, the rent will be deferred for a period of
five years, These are the only concessions
offered to the soldier settlers as against the
ordinary conditions of scttlement enjoyed by
our farmers to-day. T find, too, that the
holders of conditional purchase lands who
were hoiders of conditional purchase lands
at the time of enlistment will pay only halt
the batance of purchase money. I do not
think this provision goes far enough. Any
man who had been settled onr conditional
purchase lands for a number of years be-
fore enlisting may have paid half, or a con-
siderahle portion, of the purchase money.
Under the Bill he will get relief to the extent
of half the balance owing. It appears to me
that provision ought to extend to one-half
the total purchase money of that property.
That is to say, if we caleulate the whole ot
the purchase money on the samc terms as
we extend to the new soldier settler—that is,
at ha'f the pricee—and if it is found under
that caleulation that he haa already paid the
full amount, he ought not to be called upon
to pay even half the balance owing. Many
of those who left our agricultural areas have
made great sacrifices indeed in going to the
war, It would be invidicus to draw ecom-
parisons hetween sacrifices made by different
aections of our citizens who have gone to the
war, hut if one might make a comparison at
all it eould be shown that many who have
apent vears in bringing their holdings teo
the profit-earning stage, those men, by enlist-
ing and leaving their holdings more or less
neglected Auring their absence, have made
perhaps groater sacrifices than many of those
who left other callings to go to the war. JIf
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therc is any man who is deserving of gener-
ous treatment it is the man whom I have just
indicated. The Bill docs not go far enough
in this connection. That man ought to get
the benefit of the half purchase price right
over the whole purchase period of his hola-
ing, which is the same as the new settler wili
pet who takes up land after the Bill shall
have passed.

Hon. ¥. E. 8 Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): What would you do with 2 man who
hag been paying for 15 years?

Hon. P, COLLIER: You mean one who has
overpaid the half? T do not think a refund
should be made, but where there is a balance
still owing I think such a man ought to get
the full benefit of that half purchase price,
the same as the new settler. I hope the
House will take that view of it. Those are
the only concessions T have been able to dis-
cover in the Bill. In regard to the machinery
claunses, which deal mainly with administra-
tiom, J think there will be mueh room for dif-
ference of opinion. My view is that those
provisions are entirely unsatisfactory, and I
hope they will be radically amended in Com-
mittee, In this respect the Bill provides for
all the dual control that has been fruitful of
g0 much complaint during the past year or
two, Members who have had any connection
with thiz matter will know that the chief
cause of complaint on the part of those who
have been endeavouring to secure land, par-
ticularly during the past 12 months, has been
that they have been forced to go from pillar
to post, from one department to another, and
from one officer to another, which results in
exasperating delay and, in many ecases, to
the utter disgust of the applicant, so
that he gives up the attempt.
It has been stated, T think—

The Premier: That is not the case now.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I think it i3. Does the
Premier nean not the ease now or not the case
under the Bill? Tf it is not the case now
this Bill will certainly legalise and give statu-
tory authority for a condition of things for
which no more anthority has existed than is
found in the administrative acts of the Min-
ister in the past. The main provision in thia
conneetion is that whieh relates to the ap-
pointment of a board. T do not know how
the board will be constituted s=o far as two
of its members are concerned. Wo know
that one will be a representative of the Re-
turned Soldiers’ Association, although it is
not intended, I believe, to give that associa-
tion a say in the selection of that representa-
tive, which will be made by the Government
themselves. Then there is to be an outside
citizen who, I presume, will be some man pos-
sessed of business qualifications and perhaps
a knowledge of land settlement.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Why not use the usual
expression, business acumen?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, we might do so.
Although it is not expressly stated, we can
gather that it is the intention of the Govern-
ment that the other two members shall be
public servants, Whether onc disagrees or
agrees with the constitntion of the board, if
it is ecomposed of two pmblic servants who
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will be subject to the eontrol of the Minister,
a8 indeed will the board itself be, one is
taeed with the question of whether this is
the best possible board that may be obtained
in the circumatances.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
tor): Do you say the Minister should have
no control at alld

Hon. P. COLLIER. [ say that if we are
going to have a board that is going to he
effecrtive at all, it should have greater powers
in many respects than are conferred upon
it under this Bill,

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): And override the Minister.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is no nse setting up
a dummy board that may be pushed down at
the sweet will of the Minister.

Mr. Teesdale: While the soldier is being
bandied backwards and forwarids,

Hon. P, COLLIER: Tt is the policy of the
CGtovernment that a hoard should he appointedl.
That being the case, it should be a board
possessed of greater powera in some respects
than are provided for in this Bill. A eclose
examination of the powers and duties of this
hoard reveals the fact that they may do
nothing defintely without the approval of
fomeone eise, or some other department, ex-
eept to make a selection of the soldier settler.
The power and the final choice of the settler
rests with the hoard, but in every other res-
pect the board is subject to what seme de-
partment of Btate may do, or what some other
individual in some of these depariments may
do. Tt is provided that they can recommand,
after deciding on the qualification of the set-
tler, to the Apgricnltural Bank what assist-
ance shall be given and what advances shall
be made to the applicant, The board has no
power whatever to enforce, or to deeide fin-
ally, that sueh assistance shall he given. Af.
ter having investigated the merits of the case,
and made a recommendation that assistanre
should be given, the matter passes on to the
Agricultural Bank, which is where the dual
eantrol comes in, and that ingtitution may,
if it thinks fit, give effeet to the recommoen-
dation of the hoard, but, on the other hand,
‘it may entirely ignore and set naside that
recommendation. In the event of a difference
of opinion as to the amount and the nature
of the assistance that should be offered be-
tween the Agricultural Bank and the members
of the hoard, who ia going to decidet

Mr, Pickering: The Agricultural Bank,

Mr. Teesdale: There is a ecomplete dead-
lock.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes, except that the
power, although not expressly stated, will be
possessed by the Agricultural Bank. Becanse
the Agricultural Bank saya ‘*No; we do not
approve of your recommendation’’ that is an
end of the matter. To whom are we going
to give the power?t What is the use of an
expensive board, as this will be in many res-
pects, investigating the merits of these appli-
cations and going thoroughly into them, and
passing them over to the Apricultural Bank,
when the manager of that institution may
deeide that the security is not sufficient for
the amount of the advance recommended,
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and mey decline to earry ¢ut the recommen-
dation¥

Mr. Teesdale: That is where all the trouble
is now,

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is proof of the
dual control which is provided for under this
Bill. First of all, the applicant has to go
before this board to get their endorsement
as to his being a snitable person. The board
then deals with the application for assistance
and passes it on to the Agrienltural Bank,
which may grant the assistance asked for or
may refuse it. Whether it goes from the
Agricultural Bank to the Minister or not the
Bill does not say, and whether it is intended
that the Minister shall at this juncture act
as a gort of wmpire between the board and the
Agricultural Bank the Bill does not say. Pes.
sibly the Minister would exercise his power
and authority at this stage, but it ought to
be made elear and should not be left in doubt
as to where the final control rests, The board
have no power even to make a recommenda-
tion in regard to Crown lands. If it is desir-
able that a board should make recommendations
with regard to repurchased estates or other

holdings, ¥ do not see why the same
power should not be conferred upon this
hoard  with regard te Crown lands.

[lere the question of the area or locality, or
anything else in connection with the Crown
lands which muy be set aside or dealt with
for soldier settlement, i3 reserved entirely to
the judgment and discretion of the Minister.
The board does not come in at all.  There
again is where we will find the applicant hav-
ing to go from oune department to ancther.
The hoaril itself have no power to settle any
goldicrs or finally deal with any matter ex-
cept the selection of the applieants.

Mr. Teesdale: And the cancellation of the
applications.

Hon, P. COLLIER: They have no power
whatever with regard to the financing of any
of the settlers. It appears to me that what is
wanted is one authority. Whether it be the
Minister or the board iz a matter for the
House to decide. Whichever it be, let that
one body be the final power and authority to
deal with all matters relating to the settle-
ment of theae men. We want cne authority
to deal with all these matters; not that the
applicant shall be sent from one department
to another, which involves congiderahle delay,
and inevitably gives rise to dissatisfaction and
discontent, and aceordingly interferes with the
final suecess of the measure. We want o final
suthority to decide the question as fo Crown
lands, where, and in what area, and all mat-
ters dealing with the settlement upon such
land, in order that we may secure such lands
ns may be required for the purposes of this
Bill. The same authority, whether it he the
Minister or the board, should be vested with
powers to deal with repurchased estates. Iere
again we will have dual control. This is a
matter which perhaps can be better dealt with
in the other Bill which is now on the Notice
Paper. At all eveots, this iz tending to per-
petuate the system of having two or three,
mostly three, authorities handling the one sub-
jeet. Above all we ought to have one body
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dealing with the question of finances. That
will be one of the big and important ques-
tions in the administration of this Bill. There
ought to be no ambignity whatever in the Biil
as to where the final authority rests with re-
gard to the financing of the scheme. The
whole success of the matter will depend upon
the wisdom and judgment exercised in finan-
ving the acheme, and in eomnection with all
matters relating to finances generally. We
ought, therefore, to make sure that we know
who is going to be finally respensible in this
direction. The position should net be as it is
now in the Bill, The board and the Agrienl-
tural Bank and the Mlinister, all three, have
a divided authority under this Bill. These are
matters whieh will have to be thrashed out
in detail in Committee, I would prefer to see
this hoard swept away altogether than to have
it as a mere dummy institution, as it will
he in this case, I prefer to have it swept away
and have the matters administered by the Min-
ister, than to give the full authority and pewer
to deal with every matter connected,with the
sottlement of our soldiers under the Aect, as
under the system proposed. I see no insuper-
able diffieulty——

The Premier: We do not really want the
Act.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Except insofar as it
deals with concessions, I do not see that we
want the Bill at all. 1t is, in fact, of no value
to us. It does not eoncede very much greater
powera than are already possessed by the Min-
ister or the Government. The Minister in
charge of the business has power practically
to do everything by way of administration
which is set up in this Bill, except in regar(
to reducing the purchase prices and interest,
and matters of that kind.

Hon. J. Mitchell: We altered the Aet to
give that power in 1916,

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Bill is of very
little value. The only new thing in it is that
it sets up this board whiech, in my opinion, is
going to be a hindrance rather than an assist-
auce, whilst ita powers are limited and econ-
fined in the manner in which they are. Tt is
of no earthly use whatever, We know that
members of a board may, if they do not aect
in a way which the Government think best, he
removed at the will or diseretion of the Gov-
ernment of the day. The only other work they
may be called upon to do will be to improve
holdings, to clear and to fence and to attend
to matters of that deseription. But a board
caonot render any greater service with re-
gard to obtaining information than anyone
ean get from the records of the Lands De-
partment and the Agrieultural Bank, The only
definite power that the board have is in re-
gard to the men themselves. A special board
has already been in exigtence for the past year
or two. Their duty has been to deal with ap-
plications and make selections and their re-
commendations have been acted upon, T believe
an every oceagion, =0 that if we are merely
settinz up a board and givine statutory pewer
to them with all the elaborate trimmings and
machinery to continue that which has heen
done in the past, then where iz the need for
it? There is no necessity to go to all this
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trouble with regard to the board t¢ accom-
plisii somothing which has already been the
pructice ever since the settlement of soldiers
has been takem up during the past year or
two. If we are not going to give some finality
te this board, we had better sweep it away
altogether, aml let the Minigter accept the re-
sponsibility of administering the Act and giv-
ing effect to it. I am certain that if the
tremier were dealing with the whole question,
a great saving of time woull result so far as
financing the scheme and making the land
available was concerned. At any rate, weo
wonld have the matter dealt with with greater
despateh than under the proposals where ap-
plicants must first go to the board and get a
certificate. The board then deals with applica-
tiona and mokes recommendations, and then
there follows a deadloek, and the matter per-
haps is dropped unless the Minister steps in.
These, however, are matters of detail which

ean be dealt with when the Bill iz in
Committee, As [ said at the outset, I
am convineed that every member will be

actuated by a desire to produce the best
possible result.  Certainly we cannot ex-
tend too gencrous a sympathy to those who
will be affccted by the provisions of the Bill
and its administration, and if the final result
should he that greater despateh and better
satisfaction will be obtaincd amongst the re-
turned men whe are anxious to make & living
from the land, some good will be done. There
are many of the clauses that T will have some-
thing to rfay on when the Bill is in Committee
and in regard to which I propose to make
suggestions in the hope of effecting improve-
ments. T have nothing further to say except
that I believe as the Bill is now drafted it
will accomplish very little improvement, if
any, upon the existing method of administra
tion.

Hon. JJ. MITCHELL (Northam) [5.22]:
What we want to legislate for ia some con-
venient and practical method of dealing with
our returned soldiers. T have listened with a
good deal of attention to the leader of the
Opposition. A great deal of what he said is
perfectly true. He objeets to a board and he
very rightly says he does not see much use in
appointing one. The settlement of the people
on the land is no new matter. In 1910 we
approved of over 7,000 applications.

IHon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary Minis-
ter): You ‘‘settled’’ a few of them,

Hon, .J. MITCHELL: The elegant gentle-
man who has interjected has done nothing in
his politieal life to his eredit.

Mr. Munsie: He told those you settled on
the land to go and get work.

Hon. .J. MITCHELL: The hon, memher has
never done anything at all which has heen
helpful to this country since ho has been a
member of the House, T think 10 years. Tt
is a very oasy matter to sneer at these peeple
who have gone on the land, but as the member
for North-Tast Fremantle ean tell the House,
if it had not been for the settlement of many
of these people on the land some years back,
the pogition would have been very desperate
for many of themm who had been honest toilers,
We developed the land in order to find em-
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ployment. for people who were out of work.
Now we must determine definitely what we
propose to do for our soldiera and what
methods we propose to adopt. It will be very
difticuit to improve on the existing methods.
We must {ace a broad and simple scheme, [
would like hon. members to keep clearly be-
fore them what wo bave undertaken to do for
the soldiers. We have undertaken to gettle on
the wheat land those who desire to go there,
and to see that thcy have a complete farm,
with the requisite area of G0D aecres cleared.
We have undertaken to sce that the farms
are properly equipped and we have also under-
taken to give them assistance to enable them
to carry on untii they are in a position to
procced without further Government help.
The amount which has been promised them is
£300, but we have not limited ourselves to
that. Assistance has always been given to our
farmer settlers, and if hon. members will in-
ynire at the Agriculivral Bank they will find
that the average advanced by the bank to
those who have had assistance has been no-
thing like £500. As a matter of faet, loans
have heen approved and very seldom used to
2 neh greater extent than 50 per cent, of
the total authorised. It is no use attempting
to settle scldiers on the land unless we make
it possible for them to make the farms pay
and get a comfortable living from them, I do
not say that GO0 acres must be cleared in one,
two or three years, but a man must have a
living area and full equipment such as horses
and machinery necessary to enable him to
worlt the land properly. We have agreed to
find all this, Iurther we have agreed to sce
fhat the soldiers get o decent living allowance
in order that they may carry on operations.
With regard to the Bouth-West and farming
operations there, we know that a man who
has 100 acres of firat class land suitably im-
proved can make a very good living out of it.
It means, however, that we must provide a
scttler there with at least 20 acres of cleared
conntry and we must provide for a house,
stovk and machinery. Of eourse, the machin-
ery for 20 acres of cleared land would unot be
very much. We have agreed to find cows and
other stoeck that may be necessary, and again
we must see that the settler gets an allowanee
sufficient to enable him to live on comfort-
ably. Tt was agreed by the Government which
was represented by my friends opposite, and
subsequently by the Wilson Government, that
this would be done. We should also have
smaller bloeks nearer to our towns available
for those who are not able to cultivate
large arens. We ought to be in a position to
allow such men to po on areas of from 10 to
30 acres. I believe, too, we should make it
possible for men who desire to go in for dairy-
ing in the Kastern districts to purchase farms
up to 100 acres in extent. These, of course,
would be men with families. These small farms,
too, would have to be improved and hon. mem-
bera will recognige that we can do this work
as well. This is the first time in the history
of the State that the Government have had any-
thing offercd to them for the development of
our broad aeres, The Commonwealth Govern-
ment say that we can have the money neces-
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sary to settle 4,000 people on the land, each one
to receive £500. L do not think it will be
nesessary to provide very much more than that
£500, but whatever may be necessary will have
to be found or we must give up the scheme.
I Lelieve, however, that £500 will carry us over
the first three years. The Wilson (tovernment
offered to see that this work was undertaken
and they offered improved farms for the sol-
diers. [t was stipulated that so far as the
SBouth-West was concerned, the soldiers should
not be asked to go on the land which was alto-
gether unimproved. XNo preparation has heen
made. We know it will be a slow business, not-
withgtanding the anxiety, and no matter how
active they may be it will take some yeara to
periorm. In addition to the advance whirh we
proposed to find, we agreed to see that these
people are properly controlled and their work
properly performed. We agreed to see that the
soldier shall earn a proper living wage. It is
mentioned in the statement as 9s. a day. We
agreer to coutinue the advance until the soldier
had sufficient to carry bim on for fully a year.
We proposed to do something more for the
soldier than for the ordinary settler, aml we
must do it, and we must see that when the
soldier goes on the land he has every chance,
and a comfortable living in the meantime.
Every member of the Wilson Government agreerl
to these proposals, that the work shoulil he
done nnd methods employed and the advance
paid. Parliament knows what happened, and
T believe the people of the country fully
approved of it. In addition to our own sol-
diors, we agreed to provide for British soldiers
as well—4,000 of our own soldiers in addition
to British seldiers. That is the agreement made
with the Federal authorities, and it is a per-
fectly reasomable and right undertaking. If
the Bill is carried, and if the present methods
are allowed to coatinue, our work will amount
to repudiation, hecause there is no pnssible
chance of living up to the undertaking to settle
4,000 soldiers. Wk want continuity of poliey;
we want the settler to distinetly understand
what he is entitled to get, and we want every
aoldier to get an equal amount for an equal
quantity of werk done. If there is any change
in the method, it should be a change for the
better, and not to his disadvantage. T think
we ought to encourage settlement and not dia-
courage it. We ought to make every soldier
understand what the Government offer, as
every soldier should understand that the allow-
ance will be equal to a decent living, equal to
a lahourer’s job in the city of Perth plus free
house rent and other advantages, such as mak-
ing their own butter, and making their own
bread. He should understand that this is
better than a labourer’s job; he should under-
stand that thers is no compulsion ahout it.
Eapecially must he exercise a free choice as
to the distriet in which he should settle. We
atill think the survevors shonld be working cut-
ting up the land where it it available, It can
and ought to be done. Tt is not an impossihle
task to cut up 4,000 hlocks of land in this
State. T have just told the House that in
1910, 7,000 blocks were made available, and
in 1910-11 6,000 blocks. And we were told
the other night that 700 inquiries wera made
about land in the department, and that no fur-



[17 Ocromer, 1918.]

ther notice was taken. The future of the State
depends on suceessful land settlement, and
largely by soldiers. If the State is to have a
future it must be by primary industry. The
Premier said last night that there should be
production and more production. We can only
get that from the soil, and one industry is
open to us. That was largely recognised by the
Federal authorities when they said to the Gov-
ernment of Western Australia, ¢Tf you will
provide for 4,000 soldiers we will do the rest.’’
Again, notwithstanding aaything that has been
said against settlemnent, it is the only opening
that gives a man a decent living, in addition
to the chance of acquiring something. To
aecomplish this work two years ago the firat
departmental activity was made in the Lands
Department. The surveyors should have
been undertaking and persisting in the
activity until something wmore than 4,000
blocks were made available, The present Gov-
ernment propose to look into the land adjacent
to railway lines and sce if they can be made
suitable. I agree that where the land adja-
tent to railway lines can be taken it should be
taken, and there are many thousands of aeres of
land in the wheat belt that can be made
available. There are thousands of acres that
were gseewred in the early days and locked
up. Al that land can now be thrown open.
This land should be selected now, or our rab-
!)il; pest will become a menace to the adjoin-
ing farmers. The Government must become
aetive in this direction. Every acre of the
land adjoining existing railway lines should
beeome available. Unless surveys are under-
taken now, and the soldiers told what is avail-
able nothing will be dene. A man goes to the
Lands office and has a very poor chance in-
deed. He does not returm, as we were told,
and unless soldiers are enmcouraged they will
not return. The best blocks adjacent to rail-
way lines should be thrown open to the sol-
diers. The member for Toodyay knows that
there iz land in his loecality which should be
thrown open -for soldier selection. In addi-
tion to all the land that has been repurchased
and paid for, we should have to deal with
the lands in the fair, far South-West, repre-
sented by the Honorary Minister for Lands.
Notwithstanding that it has been annonnced
that the railway is not to be huilt, I say that
if this work is to be aecomplished we shall
have to go down there, and further, a sur-
vey of the railway is necessary to open up
the country. This shonld be undertaken at
once. The Premicr and the Attorney Gen-
eral are familiar with the district, and it will
hold as many people a3 we have in the State
to-day. They have said so, and if that is the
truth, and I believe it ia, a few miles of rail-
way should not prevent the opening up of this
country. Tn 1916 the Minister for Works
started the survey of the railway, and did
some of the work to construct the railway be-
tween Manjimup and Denmark, I believe that
work has been stopped. T remember when
Mr. Wilson was Premier he urged that a survey
of the blocks should be undertaken. It iz a
pity those surveys have mot been kept going
during the past two and a half years. Very
few surveyors are available. I do not know if
the Minister for Lands ean secure surveyors.
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1 doubt if he could get more than 20 in the
State to-day. I notice that the Bill before the
House proposes te repurchase lands. If it
is in the mind of the Minister to repurchase
estates valued at £10,000 and over, it should
not be necessary to do so much work in con-
nection with the inspection of properties. This
is not the time to spend thousands of pounds
in the inspeetion of properties that are set-
tled, neither is it the time when we can afford
te have surveyors classifying land that is al-
ready settled,. We want the surveyors to
work, for the basis of suecess rests on the
surveyors, The future of the country, in my
opinion, rests on the surveyors. But it will
not be achieved if the surveyors are kept
about Perth.

Mr, Harrison: You should have said that
years ago, for you had an opportunity of
doing something then.

Hon. J. MITCHELL:
tunity of doing anything.

Mr. Harrison: Just the same opportunity
as there is to-day.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I was not the Min
ister for Lands two years ago, and the hon
member knows it. 1 urged surveys, and I
helieve there are minutes which will prove
that. I urged the surveys in order that we
should prepare blocks before settlement, and
I know the Government have definitely de
cided, or they have distingtly stated, that they
will not prepare this land. Practically, thes
aay, it must wait until the soldiers return. Ti
is no use passing this Bill if we are to ait
still until the soldier comes hack. T under
stand by the attitude of the House that thi:
Bill will be endorsed, and the determinatior
of the Government will ba endorsed. DMenr
bers will do wrong in that. To-day, in deal
ing with this Bill, they will have an oppor
tunity of altering the decision of the Govern
ment. The Bill that we are dealing with re
presents the QGovernment’s ideas and inten
tions, and I hope it will not be passed in it
present shape, but when it is passed it wil
represent the views of the majority, W
ghould not leave anything to chanee, Ther
are some bad provigions in it, and there anm
some good provisions. I shall refer to the
Iatter later on. The bad provisions are crush
ing and killing the scheme, I have had some
thing to do with soldiers during the last fev
weeks. T have gone around the department:
geveral times, and I have met Mr. McLarty
who is a good man, and the officers with
him are good officials. They were in the de
partment in my time and I know them, an<
know they are sympatbetic. The work is the
work of the Government, and unless the lanc
is made available and the policy fixed righ
and dQefinite, what are they ahle to do°
I hope the House will not agree to confirn
what is being done to-day. If the Bill i
passed it will keep people off the land amc
not assist in settling our soldiers. If hon
members will visit the TLands Depart
ment and just see what happens, the)
will Jearn something. They should, T think
take an interest in the soldier settlemen
question. Very little interest has bee:
shown in it. Goiog into the Lands Depart
ment and turning to the right, anyone o!

I had ne oppor-
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not less than 16 years of age can walk up to
the counter and ask for, and obtain, any
block of land that is open for selection, with-
out any doubt or board or ingniry. A c¢hild
of 16 ean simply say “*I am eligible to selest
land, and T mean to have this block,'’ and
the child must obtain it. That is the law
of the land to-day.

Mr. Pickering:
soldier.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: After getting the
block, one can go to the Agrieultural Bank
and straightaway obtain a lean. But the
wearer of a returned soldier’s badge is ex-
peeted, on entering the Lands Department,
to turn to the left. Then he is asked the
question ‘‘Have you got your discharge?®!
He produces it. ‘Al right; sign this request
to get on the register.’”’ He does sign the
request—a long sheet. Then he is instructed
to face the doctor and obtain a medieal eer-
tificate of fitness. Thereafter he has to face
a qualification board,

The Attorney General: Why not?

Hon. .J. MITCHELL: Why should not one
have to do all these things if one turns to
the right instead of to the left? Any re-
turned soldier who is not drawing n pension
should k¢ regarded as fit to become a scttler
in this country. Of course, if a man were
obviously il), it would be all right to refer
him to a medical board.

Hon. F. B, 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): There is nothing to prevent the rve-
torned soldier from turning to the right and
taking up land on the same¢ conditions as
ordinary settlers.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: T am very much ob-
liged for that interjection. In return for the
small advantages to be granted the soldier
under this Bill, he is to be forced to give
np something. The advantages in question
are to be granted to him because he has
fought for this vountry, and then the ad-
vantages are to be taken from him again by
restrietions which are not imposed on the
ordinary settler. T repeak, any soldier who
does not draw a pension is fit to become a set-
tier. As u fact, if he turna te the right, he
can become a settler even if he is dyieg of
sonsumption, If the Honorary Minister’s in-
teriection means that this is a process for
thinning out applicants, the contrivance is
vertainly ingenions.

Hon. P. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minjs-
ter): No. Tt is a contrivance by which the
Commonwealth determine whether the man
shonld have the £500.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: ‘When the returned
snldier gets before the qualification heard,
what happens to him then? He is required
to make a statement cn eath, Wonld hon.
memhbers believe that te he possible?

The TPremier: He cannot get the £500
otherwise.

HOon. J. MITCHELL: Tf Ministers will re-
for to what obiains in fhe other States, they
will find that all this business has not to he
need hy the retnrnad soldiers there.

The Premier: All the States require it.

It is the same for the
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Houn, J, MITCHELL: No. What is re-
qurred of the soldier in Queensland?

Hon. P. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Queensland does not get the Com-
monwealth advance.

Hon. J. MITCHELL:
land gets it now,

The Premier: In that case, Quecnsland
musi impcse the same c¢onditions,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: South Australia
sends the returned soldiers into training
eamps, which possilly represents o weeding
out process. Our position, howevcr, is very
different from that of South Australia, Vie-
toria, and New Sonth Wales, because we
have the land available. In those other
States produnetion is muech further advanced
than it is here, and they bhave to purchase
the iand for the settlement of soldiers. But
to return to my point. Just imagine allow-
ing a schoolboy of 16 to make a statement
at o counter, and requiring the returned sol-
dier to make a statement on oath before a
board. The board sit on Tuesdays. I went
there with a soldier, and I discovered that it
is n diffienlt matter to arrange to get before
the board. On this occasion the board were
very busy, and they thought the soldier might
well come back in a week's time. But if
that gort of thing is to continue, let hon.
members imagine what the position will be
in, say, a vear's time, The Commonwealth
Government will supply the money if only
the State Government witl find the land;
and the Commonwealth Government do not
requirve all these restrictions and questionings.
Here to-day a man can get 160 aeres of land
free, and obtain an advance from the Agri-
cultnral Bank at six per cent. If the man
is a soldier, he still gets 180 acres free, and
in respect of the remainder of the area taker
up he has no rent to pay for the first five
vears. In addition, he gets money at 314
per cent. for the first year, the rate inercas-
ing by one half cent. annually until it
reaches that which is paid by the ordinary
sclector. We are giving these advantages to
the returned soldier beeause we believe he ie
entitled to some congideration at our hands.
But it is perfectly useless to offer these ad-
vantages if we set up restrictions which de-
stroy the soldier’s opportunities of getting
the land. The Bill contains some good clauses.
For instance, Clawse 11 provides that the
soldier shall pay only half the price that is
eharged to the ordinary selector. The same
clause allows an advance for furniture, which
I believe ia also granted by the Common-
wealth. Then, under our law, the snldier is
freed from payment of rvegistration fees.
Apart from the charging of only half the
value of the land, the advantages granted to
the returned soldier are very slight indeed.
[ ohject absolutely to management by a
board, The management good enough for
the ordinary sclector ought to be good
enongh for the soldier, and T hope the House
will agree with me in that, Tf the Common-
wealth want a board to have a look at the
soldiers, let us have a board that will do as
little as possible. Why should we subject the

I believe Queens-
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soldier to trouble and bother to which the
ordinary sclector is not subjected! Why
should the soldicr be asked to obtain u certi-
ficate of physical fitness! Thousands of re-
Jects, men refused for military service, are
working farmers in this country to-day. [
am by mno means sure that the board, just
from cxamination and questioning of the sol-
dier, would know whether he is fit to become
a farmer. Naturally, 1 have no desire to
place on the land a man obviously unfit for
the work. The delays inherent in the present
process mean that the work of soldier set-
tlement on the land will never bhe accom-
plished, The board 's powers under the Bill are
te a large extent discretionary; but, notwith-
standing the statement to the contrary maide
by the leader of. the Opposition, the beard
have very considerable powers. Whilst to
the ordinary selector land cannot be refused,
the fighter, the man who turns to the right,
may be refused land by the board. And
there are other equally drastic provisions.
Certain aspects of the group system of sol-
dier scttlement scem to e a pretty rotten
proposal.  All land settlement is more or
less group scttlement; but group setilement
deecs not mean that people are to be cliained
together, and that they are to bc tested as
to their fitness for work on the land. Under
this Bill, I suppose, at the end of 12 months
a man found not to be fit for group setile-
ment will be discharged. Group sctilement
will be useful in our mew country, so that
people may not be isclated. But a soldier
taking up land in a settled distriet would Dbe
just as comfortable as he could be in a group
settlement. The ownership of land in a
group settlement, moreover, should be juat as
isolated as in the ease of ordinary holdings.
No doubt a group settlement can be provided
with facilities and can be dealt with far
more easily than a number of soldiers settled
in isolated spots. T really doubt whether this
Nill is needed, and if it gets into Committee T
shall move some drastic amendments. The
Land Act, T consider, should be amended.

Hon. T, Walker: It practically covers the
ground.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Yes. We amended
the Land Act in 1916 in order to meet what
is propogsed hy this Bill, There ought to be
nn  difference between the ordinary settler
and the returned soldier settler, except to the
latter’s advantage. This Bill should provida
that the soldier shall have preference as re-
gards all Crown lands available for settle-
ment. Tt shounld not be left to the Minister
for Lands to set apart arcas for soldiers
alone, T have a eriticism to offer on that
provigion of the Bill which T eharacterised
as good, namely, the sale of land te returned
soldiers at half the ordinary prices. That
provision will not econfer an equal advantage
on all returned soldier settlers, as I thiak
should he the case. Under the provision, a
soldier selecting 2,000 acres of land would
get. in effect, 1,000 of the 2,000 free; where-
as another soldier seleeting only 1,000 acres
would be obtaining only 500 acres free. We
know, too, that the frec farm of 160 acres
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is a very geod proposition, and that the arca
is quite sufficient for a settler in the South-
West, The half-price, however, will mean
nothing to such a man. In the wheat belt
we might give 64} acres as a free farm to the
returned soldier. Tt would be a ¢lear trans-
action, and equally available to everybody.
The title would be given to a man who lived
on his black for six months yearly during a
peried of five ycars, and who performed cer-
tain improvements within seven Years. Such
ia the present free homestead farm system,
Beyond what I have indicated, I would not
get wp any restrietion. We might cven ex-
tend the seven years for improvements to
10 years or 20 years, but when the improve-
ments are complete the soldier should have
his certificate just as frcely as the ordinary
scttler. TUnder the Bill he is to suffer some
disadvantage in this regard. This would
mean that the soldier would have to pay for
any land selected beyond the 640 acres. How-
ever, the advantage would still be there, and
the transaction would be clean and would
amount to something apprectable. In the
case of a pastoral lease, I think the rent
shonld be abated to the extent that the free
farm of 640 acres would benefit the selector
of that farm, The monetary advantage to all
should be equal. If the free farm is worth,
say, £300, then the wan taking a pastoral
lease should be benefited to exactly the same
extent, as there shounld be no distinetion in
the advantage to be given to the soldier set-
tlers under the different systems. I hope the
House will insist that the soldier is to bhave
all the freedom of an ordinary settler plus
the advantages speeially provided for him.
Let me point out to the Minister that some
soldiers will take advantage of the land
available to soldiera, but will not require any
financial assistance. Some soldiers will ac-
copt a free furm but will not require any
further assistanee from the Government.
Would the Government propose to inquire
into the physical fitness or the experienee of
such men? A man who is unofit te do the
work himself might employ someone rclse to
do it for him. The improvement conditions
are compulsory. The friends of a soldier who
is not physically fitted to euter upon an ordi-
nary eity avocation might agree to assist in

providing a farm  for  him, apart
from the Government assistance, and
if that position  be set up 1

think the soldier, even if sick, should be
allowed to seleet land. Tt ought to be clearly
nnderstood where the responsibility of the
Lands Department begins and ends, The Lands
Department should survey the land and prepare
it to that extent. They should survey blocks
aheal of regnirements, and when the blocks
are surveyed they ought to he submitted to the
Agricultural Bank, who could approve or dis-
approve of the land as capable of being made
into a satisfactory farm. Tt was the aystem
wntil 1911 and it ought to be reintrodneed.
Tt is quite a simple matter to do it, so long
as the surveys are well in hand. Of course
T gqnite understand that when you turn to the
bank they will want to know from the soldier
whether he iz capable of deing the work.
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Mr, Teesdale: Is not that to be discussed
and settled by the board?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Yes, but 1 have sub-
mitted other suggestions. ‘[ say that the bank
should be responsible for the advances, and the
Lands Department responsible for the lands.
We amended the Agricultural Bank Act to en-
able a lower rate of interest to be charged,
thug making it possible for the bank to advance
for necessary work.

llen, W, . Apgwin: No. The Federal and
State Governments are making up the differ-
ence between them,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: But we provided in
the Act that in respect of the soldier the inter-
est might be 31% per cent. for the firat year.
There must be no uncertainty about the ad-
vancing to a scldier once he has selected his
land. It will be neeessary to repurchase land,
because it is so desirable that we should settle
goldiers in those localities whence they came,
near to their own people. We shall be dealing
with the Agricultural Lands Purchase Act
Amendment Bill in a ljttle time, and I hope
the Minister will see to it that land is made
available to a soldier in the district from which
he enlisted. I think there ought to be a pro-
vigion in the measure to that effect, for it is
rather too much to expect the board to decide
upon a question of that sort. Tf we repurchase
land in a given loeality we should see to it that
any soldiers from that locality have first call
on that land. This question of settling on the
land people without means is no new one.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You settled some and
put the railkway 10 milea too far away.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: No. The member for
North-East Fremantle ought to tell the atory
of the settlement he suggested to me years apo.
There was an unemployed crisis of a serious
character in Fremantle. There was no work
for the men to do. The hon. member suggested
to me that I might settle some of them on the
land. T attended a meeting at Fremantle and
offered to take 50 of the men, those with the
Jargest families,. The member for Roehourne
will learn, if he goes out to the settlement at
Yorkrakine, exactly what happened. As a
matter of faet, only a few days ago & man
interested in repatriation brought two of those
settlers to me. One explained that he had
arrived at Yorkrakine with a shilling in his
pocket and had lost it the first day.

Mre, Teesdale: At two-up?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: No, he was not a two-
np man, he was a hard working man, He ex-
plained the other day that he was now out
of debt, except in regard to the Agricultural
Bank, that he had a decent home, with the
necessary stock to work his plant, that he had
several cows and, in generrl, was well provided
for. TMis boys had gone to the war, and for
the time heing he was left to do the work of
the farm himself. The other man had much the
same tale to tell. He was in the same satis-
factory position.

Hon, F. E. 5. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): What became of the other forty-eight?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Several of them are
atill there.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter}: How many of them?
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: Apparently the Min-
ister does mot know, The Minister cught to
know.

Hon. W. ¢, Angwin: I know of a dozen.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There are 30 men in
that settlement to-day. The Minister ought to
know that. 1f 30 men who settled there 10
years ago and who have been subjected to the
bad seasons we have passed through are to-day
grateful for the chances they have been given,
I think it would be worth the Minister’s while
to go there and see what has been done. It is
true that they have to cart a longer distance
than I wish to see the soldiers earting.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That settlement of
mine turned out well. The only mistake hag
been that those men now vote Country party.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: When matters were
blue with those gentlemen the hon. member
did not claim the settlement as his. However,
land settlement for people without means is
not new in this State. We have an experience
such as no other State ean boast. The wheat
being shipped away to-day has been produced
by men who started on the land with less money
than the soldiers will have, and the task ought
to be much easier with these more liberal pro-
visions intended to apply to the soldiers. I
should like the soldiers to have the first chance
of selecting the beat land still untouched in
the South-West. What has been fdone on the
wheat areas for the men settled there can be
done in the Sonth-West, Thougands of men can
be scttled there, with every prospect of
making a very comfortable living. Tn the
South-West the rainfall, the elimate, and the
seasons, are all that can Dbe desired. Prob-
ably ne spot on carth is more favourably
gitvated. Of ecourse the eclearing is heavy,
but the land is worth it. Tt does not matter
if £20,000 is spent clearing an acre so long
as that acre is worth £30,000 when cleared.
I suppose crops can be grown on the western
glope at Bridgetown all the year round. Land
in New Zealand valued at £80 per acre has
not the advantage of a climate such as that
of the South-West.

Sitting suspended from G.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: T have no wish to
labour the question further, because it must
he obvious ta everyone that this experience
ought to be sought, if it has not already been
sought by the Minister, Before this Bill be-
comes law, it will need a great deal of amend-
ment. The definition of a discharged soldier
sets up some conditions which ought to be re-
moved, ond particularly de T object to the
definition to be extended, except at the will
of the Minister, to the British soldier. There
ought to be no uncertainty there, and the
British rcoldier ought to be ineluded in the
definition of a discharged soldier in the same
way that it includes the Australian soldier.
T hope, too, that the provisions regarding the
board will be materially altered. We ought
to have a Minister responaible. We must
have some centre at which we can fire. Tf the
Minister iz unprepared, through any negleet
or other cause, to have land surveyed, the
hoard could he useful becanse they could make
it possible for the Minister to be saddled with
the blame. There is a provision in regard to
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tho acquiring of Jand at the request of a
soldier which will need amendment, because
under the clause in guestion it will be impos-
sible for a soldier to buy another man’s home.

The Premier: ¥ou cannot buy another
man’s home unless he is willing to sell it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If this clause is not
to be given effeet to, it is surely uvnnecessary
to have it in the Bill. [ can uuderstand that
the Minister’s desire is that where a soldier
holds a bloek under an agreement of purchase,
it may be acquired by the seldier. That is a
perfectly reasonable and right provision,
Where negotiations have been entered into be-
tween the owner of the land and the soldier,
and both parties are willing, the Government
might purchase,

The Premier: It is quite plain.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I agree it is quite
plain, but it goes further than that.

The Premier: Would you like to have fur-
ther words added to it?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I should like to have
fewer words and more sense in it. I am sure
the Colonial Treasurer, who has already dias-
cussed this clause with me, will agree that it
ought not to be allowed to remain in the Bill,

The Premier: Yon cannot buy land unless
the man js willing to sell.

Hon. .T. MITCHELL: The clause will need
to bo made clearer. Since we have power to
acquire land by compulsion under another
Act perhaps there is no need for the clause
at alt.

The Premier:
elnuse.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It may be responsible
for considerable inconvenience and annoyance
to people.

The Premier: Oh, no.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I think it may. When
we come to it, we will have to alter it.

The Premier: The lawyers will explain it.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: They are nearly
always wrong. .

The Premier: They differ very often.

Hon. J, MITCHELL: Thank heaven, they
da. I would like to impress vpon the Honse
once more that the basis of suecessful settle-
ment rests with the Burvey Department. The
Surveyor General is the man to whom we
must look for the first step. The board can-
not order surveys, and cannot decide where
surveys are to be made. It would be impos-
sible for them to do so, because they have no
knowledge as to where the land is that ought
to be surveyed. The Survey Department
must act independently, and my hope is
that the Ministry will see that it is
given the necessary power to employ as
many sarveyoers as are needed in the survey
of Crown lands. I hope that the advances ou
cleared land and the other conditions in con-
nection with land settlement will be made
simpler for the soldicrs than they are for the
ordinary settler, and that the House will in-
sist that the advantages are not discounted by
any unnecessary restrictions. T was told by
the Honorary Alinister (Hon. F. E. 8 Will-
moit) that advice had come from the Federal
Government that we must have soldiers ap-
proved by a board. We have just had the file
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dealing with the settiement of soldiers laid
on the Table of the louse. This was done
in 1esponse to a motion which was earried here.
! have looked through the file, which is a
ragged one and containg very little informa-
tion. L cannot obtain from it the intention
of the Goverunment in the matter, and I bhave
not been able to =ee the intimation from the
l'aderal Authorities te which I was referred.
Lf i be tbeir instraction that the powers of
the hoard shall be as they are under this Bill,
and that their inquiries shall be conducted as
provided for here, the sooner we approach the
I'ederal Government to have the thing reme-
died, the better. I believe I am right in saying
that the soldiers provide a grand eopportunity
to this State. We caonot afford to miss the
chance of developing Western Awustralia, and
we cannot afford to dishonour our country by
reglecting to help the soldier. When the Feul-
cral Government made the arrangement they
said, ‘*What will you do?’’ They were told
what we would do, and have said ‘‘If you do
that, we will do the rest.”” I think the offer
wva3 a generous one, and that the Government
should bhave no Qifficulty in providing & scheme
which will give effect to the undonbted pro-
mige made on behalf of the people of the
Htate by the various Governments that have
been in power sinee the war began, The
utmost publicity should be given to the inten-
tions of the Government. Whatever we intend
to do should be made quite elear and definite,
and the information should be widespread.
No soldier rcturning from the war should be
in donbt as to what he has a right to ask for.
1t is useless to say that there is no dissatis
faction amongat the men to-day. There are
dissatisfied men, and they will be dissntisficd
until they have a fairly wide choice of blocks,
[ have talked the matter over with the Flonor-
ary Minister, and T hopc I have managed to
impress him with the need for surveys first.
It is idle to do anything unless surveys are
made. Prosperity can only come to this coun-
try after survey, and justice ecan only be done
to the soldier after survey. In Comrmittee I
hope members will so shape the Bill that the
soldiers will he perfectly satisfied that, whilat
we are offering them-advantages, we are not
setting up disadvauntages which will de away
to a preat cxtent with the benefits we are pre-
pared to give to them.

Mr., PICKERING (Sussex) [7.40]: Unfor-
tunately, owing to the train service, I was ab-
sent frem the Chamber when the Premier
made his speech when introducing this Bill. I
have, however, read his speech, and drew
rather 2 happier angury from it than T have
been able to do from the Bill iteelf. Some
little time ago I spoke on the guestion of re-
patriation, and said that T feit the Govern-
ment were considering more the interests of the
(Giovernment and their poassessions than-the in-
terests of those men whom they promised to
serve, The Bill as we have it hefore us liee
very much on these lines. Throughout the dis
cussion it has been evident from what the Pre-
mier and others said that they are considering
more tlie position of the men who are return
jng to-day, than that of the large volume of
men whom we hope will be returning to ow
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shores in the near future. In view of the fact
that the large body of men who will be return-
ing to this State when the war is over will
be more or less sound and physically fit, L
do not see the necessity for the drastic clause
in conunection with medical inspections. The
point which appears to be open for discus-
gion on this measure is particularly in regard
to the board and its relation to the Agricul-
tural Bank. Provision is made for a board of
four members. One of these is to be an ex-
goldier, and another some person outside the
department. There are also to be on the board
two departmental or Government officers. The
Hill does not say from what department these
offivers are to be drawn. It should be stated
that onc of these officera should come from
the Lands Department and the other from the
Agricoltural Bank Department. I am of opin-
ion that this board should have executive
powers, or else should be non-existent, one or
the other. If an officer was drawn from the
Lands Department and another from the Agri-
enjtural Bank Department, it is evident that
they womnld be thoroughly competent to deal
with the conditions appertaining to the par-
ticular avenunes through which the repatriation
scheme on the land is to be conducted, If an
officer of the Lands Department controlled all
matters in connection with the land, and an-
other from the Agricultural Bank Department
controfled all banking matters, co-ordination
woulil exist between the two. No extra ataff
would be required, and there would be finality
reached without any clanse being necessary to
provide for the final approval of the Agricul-
tural Bank.

Thoe Premier: That is done now.

Mr. PICKEBING: T do not see where
that is shown. 1 regret that it shounld be put
in this way, that the Agricuitural Bank should
be at liherty to turn down any recommenda-
tions which emanate from the board, [
think the position of chairman should be de-
fined. There will have to be a chairman,
and in the interests of the movement, I think
it would be better that he should be sclected
from outside the two officials. Such a man
would be more likely to hold the halance of
power bhetween the two officials, and there
would be a better chance of justice being done
to the soldier, There is one thing that strikes
me as being a matter that should receive at-
tention, and that is the absence of considera-
tion for the parent. We find that under ‘‘de-
pendants’’ the parent is not mentioned at all
Tt is quite possible that the parent may be
the one dependant of the retnrned soldier, and
therefore consideration should be given to
that particular phase. It ig difficult to deal
with this Bill in its entirety, becanse another
measure which has a great bearing oun it is
the Agricultural Lands Purchase Bill, That
Bill, of course, involves important principles
bearing on this measure, One of thoge prin-
ciples ig illustrated by a case of which I have
knowledge. A parent with threz sons at the
war has his property mortgaged. One of the
sona has returned—we hope the others will
also return—and the son who has returned de-
sirea to purchasc that property from the par-
ent. But under the amending legislation pro-
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posed it scems to me that no estate of a less
value tan be repurchased. 1f that is so, some
turther amendment should be introduced to
meet such a coutingeney.

llon. ¥. BE. 8. Willmott (Honorary AMinis-
ter): Oue is compulsory, and the other is not.

Mr, PICKERING: The estate I have in
mind s o gooll property, and acceptable to
the Agrieultural Bank; but it ia mortgaged.
1 want it to be made possible for the returned
son to )ift the mortgage and puvrchase the es-
tate,

Hon, ¥, E, 8. Wilimott (Honorary Minis.
ter): That van be done without this Bill,

AMr., PICKERIXG: On reference to the Re-
patriation Acts of the various States [ find
that survey fees are charged in this connee-
tion, Surely in the circumstances the survey
tecs might well be waived.

Hou. P. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Miais-
ter): But they are paid out of loan funds,

Mr. PICKERING: Seme particular advan-
tage which does not appertain to the ordinary
selector shoulil be granted te the returned sol-
dier; and this is a very mild advantage. I
agree with the member for Northam ({Hon.
J. Mitehell) that returned soldiers should be
given a certain area free. The hon. member
augpests that the homestead farm of 160 acres
in the Sonth-West is a good and adequate pro-
position, simitarly with the 640 acres in the
wheat belt. [ am in accord, also, with the
leadler of the Opposition that seme particular
advantage shonld be extended to returned sol-
diers applying for pastoral leaseholds. In this
respeet they are really granted no special
advantage whatever. 1f a conceasion is given
in one direetion, why not in all directions?
The member for Northam said that provision
had lieen made for sustenance of returned
soldiers, T see in this Bill no indieation of
any grant for sustenanee purposes.

Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minia-
tery: That is provided by the Commonwealth
repatriation legislation.

Mr, PTICKERING: T thought the whole con-
trol of land settlement of returncd soldiers
was vested in the States?

Hon. P. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Yes, apart from sustenance,

Mr. Duff: Sustenance beyond the £500%

Hon. F. B, 8 Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter}: Yes.

Mr. PICKERING: Another matter which
appeals to me as requiring amendment is the
drastie clouse which provides that advances
may he stopped. Tt is true that this will he
done under eonditiens favourable to the
scheme, but there may be justification for
non-ohservance of certain conditions laid
down hy the repatriation scheme. That being
go, some appeal ought to he provided for the
applicant. The measure makes ne provision
whatever in that regard,

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis.
ter): He can always appeal to the Minister.

Mr. PICKERING: But the Bill dees not
say so. Theun there is the question of training
farma, The New South Wales Aet provides

a certain pereentage of free tuition, but our
meagure makes the terms upon which soldiers
may attend teaining farms entirely dependent
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upon the will of the Minister. Why not in-
troduce the New South Wales provigion here?
A country like Western Australia, which has
done 5o much in the war, which has made the
greateat sacrifices, which has voted for con-
seription, should show through its Parliament
that it considers no econecession too great to
grant to the returned secldier. My contention
all along has been that tbe repatriation mea-
sure of Western Australia should be the model
measure of that nature for Australia. That
js not achieved by this Bill. As to the South-
West, I would regret to occupy a position in
this House if T were eapable of advocating
any portion of the State in preference to, or
to the detriment of, any other portion. It
would be wrong for any member to use politi-
cal influence in order to draw attention to his
own distriect. But I do think the South-West
is very suitable for roturned soldiers desirous
of taking up the elasses of farming pursuits
applicable there. Tn order that we may do
justice to returned soldiers desirous of taking
up land in the South-West, we must bear in
mind the fact that right throught the history
of Western Australin the South-West has
suffered from a lack of appreciation on the
part of the Agricultural Bank. 8o much power
18 vested in the Agricultnral Bank in connec-
tion with this scheme that T fear very much
that, unless some amending legislation is
brought in to provide for the extension of
Agricultural Bank assistance to the settlement
of the South-West, we cannot do justice to
returned soidigrs whom we desire to place
there, T hope that, if neccessary, an amending
measure will be introduced this session to
widen the acope of the Agrienltural Bank’s
advances to the South-West, and also to
lengthen the term of repayment, The lack of
advancement of the South-West has fre-
quently been commented upon in thias Cham-
ber. As a man who has assisted to pioneer
the South-West, and has had 15 years’ ex-
perience in opening up that country, T may
be eredited with speaking not without some
knowledge when T say that this is one of the
reasons Why the South-Weat has not advanced
as it should have done. The hasis of the
scheme put forward by the Government is
gettiement on improved areas; and improved
areas will have to be bought back, though of
vourse that does not come under this mensure,
The improved areas will necessarily cost =2
considerable amount of money; and in con-
sidering the sclling of them to soldier gettlers
we must bear in mind the difficulties which
have confronted South Australin in this re-
gard. It will be recolleeted by most hon.
memhers that, when South Australia started
repurchasing estates, it made the payments ex-
tend aver a very limited term, Three altera-
tions of the term were made, and eventually
it was extended to 64 years. The proposals in
this measure do not extend to such limits:
but T econtend that in the interests of the
soldier settlers, and of the State, no term
ecould he too lengthy if it resulted in a soe-
cessful solution of this problem. T trust that,
in dealing with the measure to which T have
alluded, hon. memhers will have present in
their minds the cxperience of other States

and the necessity for extending the wmost
generous terms to returned soldiers. We must
not legislate with a single cye to State in-
terests, to putting a buoffer between the coffers
of the State and those of the Commonwealth,
but give a most liberal-minded eonstruction
to this and other measurea dealing with re-
patriation.

Mr. MONEY (Bunbury) [7.55]: 1 am
satisfied that if any acheme of soldier settle-
ment is to be suecessful, it will be absolutely
essentinl to have loecal committees, or local
boards, for the administration of this measure
in districts far removed from Perth, I see no
mention in this Bill of a loecal board or a
local couumittee; and I do hope that the
Premier will see the necersity for so amending
the measure that if the powers of the central
board—which board, I take it, would sit in
Perth—are to be delegated, they shall be dele-
gated to local commiftees or iocal boards ad-
ministering the affairs of the returned soldiers
in their particular district. I am convinced
that the majority of the returned men will
wiah to scttle near their friends and relatives,
gettle in the distriet whence they came. I am
convineed, also, that this measure will be
found extremely deficient as regarda meeting
the ecircumstanees of individual cases, and
that it will have to be amended from time to
time on the recommendations of the local
boards or committees, who will take a keen
interest and a personal interest in the soldiers
themselves, No measure of soldier settlement,
ot any other measure dealing with the affairs
of this State, has been suceessful under cen-
tral administration. And that will apply to
the settlement of soldiers more than to any-
thing else. The returned soldiers will require
the personal attention and the personal sym-
pathy of their friends and relatives if they
are to he settled on the land suceessfully and
in eomfort. I venture that only in respect of
this measure, because I feel the supreme im-
portance of that one factor, aud the absolute
necessity for providing local boards and Jocal
committees under this measnre.

Mr, H. ROBINSOXN (Albany) [7.58]: After
the action taken in this House some litile time
ago, and in view of the present Government’s
idca of doing something praetieal for our re-
turned soldiers, one might have expeeted that
Ministers would have consulted the returned
soldiers themsgelves and also practical men from
the Iand in the various distriets of Western
Australia. Had that been done, the Govern-
ment wounld have been able to place before
Parliament a practical Bill; and T am sorry
to say this is anything but a practical Bill.
Tt is stated here from time to time that new
members simply eriticise, withont offering any
constructive support. Bnt the sentiments ex-
pressed hy the member for Bunbury (Mr.
Money) bave heen ventilated in this House for
some considerable time, In faet, it was gener-
ally understood that the Government wonld
take notice of suggestions coming from the
various parts of Western Australia as to sheep
hreeding and frait growing and other indus-
tries, But the Bill, jn its present form, lays
hare an absolute lack of knowledge of detail
in these respects. There are several asnects of
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the Bill on which one could speak for a very
long time. Two aspects in particular L should
like to offer a few remarks upon, I take ex-
ception to that duty of the board which con-
sists in deciding upon physical fitness of
soldier applicants, and as to their having the
neeessary qualifications for farming pursuaita
When a man has returned from the front, is
it right because he has not the necessary quali-
fication that we should say to him, ‘‘ You ean-
not lave something which we have been build-
ing up and keeping for you.’' Will the Pre-
mier tell the House that every man who applies
to the department for an area of land and
that all those who have taken up land had pre-
vious experience? Why should we debar our
worthy soldiers, on their return to the State,
from taking up land, when we permit slackers
to take it up on even better conditions?

Mr. Teesdale; They will not be debarred if
they are capable of working the land.

Mr. H. ROBINSOXN: There are many in this
State who have taken up land and who have
never worked it, and I am gure it is not the
wish of returned soldiers to select areas unleas
it is their intention to cultivate them. Nor is
it the wish of the House that land should be
selected unless there is a genuine intention to
make use of it. [t is the desire of Parliament
that we should do our duty to the soldiers who
are returning, I admit that the Government
have made an attempt to give them something
better than has been given to other people,
but it is only a poor attempt. Fancy a poor
devil having to appear before the austere board,
who do not know anything at all about the par-
ticular bloek the returned soldier wants to take
up! The members of the hoard are resiilent
in Perth, and the soldier may require a block
at Mt. Barker. The board will say, ‘‘ What
are your qualifications?’’ and if the man has
not had any previous experience the board ean
say, ‘' You ecannot take up the land under the
condlitione imposed.’’ The Premier has laid
great stress on the fact that the returned men
may not be physically fit. Of course not, other-
wise thev would still be in the firing line. That
very statement would preelude men from mak-
ing applications for holdings. Would we he
men if we, who remained behind and reaped the
advantage of the services of onr soldiers at
the front, did not protest strongly against the
action of the Government? Tt hehoves Western
Australin more than any other State to put
before not anly her own goldiers, but the British
soldiers as well, a better proposition than any
other State of the Commonwealth.

Mr. Duff: We are doing that now,

Mr, H. ROBINSOXN: If we are genninely dis-
posed to settle not only our own men but men
from overseas on the land, what will be the
effevt of the circulation in London of the news
of our failure! Supnose the Agent General,
with his vast staff of clerks abont whom we
heard so much the other night, were interviewed
in London by our returning soldiers—and thank
God now it will not he long before they are
in London on their way back—and they get
hold of a Rill like the one we are now con-
sidering and find that the Western Anstralian
Government were going to provide land only
for those who were physically fit, we ean jndge
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what expressions would be made use of towards
the Lefroy Government. It would be impossible
to determine the number of intending settlers
who would go elsewhere. We should make it
perfectly elear what our intentions are. I have
not been able to gather from the Premier’s re-
marks whether the £50,000 it is intended to
borrow will be used entirely for development
work, or whether it is to be used in the diree-
tion of establishing and maintaining training
iarms in various partg of the State. If it is
to be used in connection with the training
farms, there will be very little for the returned

soldier. Furthermore, what is a miserable
£50,000 to our men who are coming
back to these shores? We will learn

shortly that the Tndunstries Assistance Board

has advanced over a million to stalwart
men who have not bheen to the front,
and for our fighting men we talk about

finding a paltry £50,000, We have heard
from time to time that the Government have
done everything in their power to settic on
the land those soldiers who have already re-
turned. T commented on this matter before,
and the Minister replied that every soldier
who had applied had got what he wanted. I
will pgive two instances to prove the manner
in which the present Government are treat-
ing our returned heroes, and if that is a
snmple of what is te follow, then God help
them.

The Minister for Works:
or the soldiers?

Mr. H. ROBINSON: Both. There is a re-
turned soldier living on a spur line 30 miles
from a siding. This soldier took up 2,000
acres and applied for assistance from the
so-called hoard. He has been endeavouring
to grow wheat in this isolated place, but has
failed and is leaving it with the little that he
has left. The proposition that he put before
the board was that they should fenee the bal-
ance of his property and enable him to get
some sheep in which way he would probably be
able to make ends meet. The wonderful
board, which decides whether land is suitable
or not for returned soldiers, said, *‘You have
been wheat farming, and you must eontinue
that; we will give yon money to purchase
more horses and you can extend yvour wheat
farming operations, hut we refuse to advance
you money for fencing purposes.”” The sol-
tlier told the board that he refused teo do any
more wheat farming hoeeanse it was a dead
losa, and he wanted the money for fencing
so that he might keep some sheep. He had
500 acres fenced with two plain wires and a
barbed wire. He wanted "four barbed wires
to make it sheep and dog proof, and yet the
Government, who promise to do so much for
returned soldiers, insisted that The should
grow wheat 30 miles from & siding. Another
returned soldier on land in the vieinity of
Alhany wanted to build a house on his block
of five acres. e was going in for bee farm-
ing and fishing. He applied for £200 to en-
able him to build a house and also to give
him a start in other directions, including
poultry farming. The board informed him
that they would not advance any money for
the house. He then applied for a smaller

The Government
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amount, but that, too, was retused. Fortu-
nately there is a repatriation committee in
the town, and that committee advanced him
a little money. My contention is that if the
returned soldiers have to depend on the
Lefroy Government they will have to starve.
There is still- another ivstance where a mar-
ried man wanted to makc arrangements to
get somecone to look after his farm during his
absence on aetive service, The Government
absolutely refused to assist him in that diree-
tion, and that man went away and left his
property in the carc of friends in the district.
His request to the hoard was that they
should send a man down periodically to keep
an eye on the place, but they refused to do
80, It is not right that a state of affaira such
as I have related should be permitted to
exiat. T trust that the members of the Min-
istry will remain in office sufficiently long
to be able to present to the House z Bill
which will be of some assistance to the re-
turned soldiers, a Bill which will enable the
men from our own shores to settle on the
land without any diffienlty, and which will,
in addition, be the means of induecing so0l-
diers from the British Dominions to make
their homes here as well.

Mr. HARRISON (Aven) [8.13]: I have
listened with interest to the remarks of the
various speakers, and particularly to those of
the member for Northam, who, if T remem-
ber correctly, was a Minister in the late Cahi-
net. The hon. member roundly condemned
the present Government for not having done
anything in the direction of having the land
ready for the men who had returned. The
hon. member was a member of the Cabinet
preceding the present one, and he was the
right-hand man of the former Premier, so
far as dealing with land matters was eon-
cerned. I would like to know what was done
by the member for Northam during that
period?

The Colonial Treasurer: He surveyed the
Nornalup Inlet.

Mr. HARRISON : T suggested that the present
Ministry should reserve the Nornalup Inlet
for the returned members of the aviation
corps, who will find their way down there in
second-hand flying machines, for that will be
the only means of communication with that
place. By that course and that course alone they
may make good at Nornalup. Not otherwise can
they cxpect to get communication, except at
the great cxpense of building a rajlway, and
goodness keows when the rajls will be ob-
tainable. T have heard a great deal about
Nornalup, Possibly it wonld be a good
place for the gentleman referred to by the
member for Albany, beecause T understand
there is splendid fishing there, and if that
gentleman went in for bee-farming, he would
he sunplied with bait for his fishing.

Mr. H, Robinson: What I suggested was
poultry farming.

My. HARRISON: It is only an expert
and an enthuaiast who ¢an lope to make
good at poultry farming. It is of no use
trying to induce a lot of returned soldiers
to go in for poultry farming, especially see-
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ing that they will be unaccustomed to the
vlimatic conditions.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The great majority
of the returned soldiers will be Australian
born, and so ought to be acelimatised.

Mr, HARRISBON: The Bill provides, not
only for our own soldiers, but for soldiers from
England. It would appear from the remarks
of some of the speakers that there is nothing
in the Bill which cannot be secured to-day by
anyone taking up land under existing con-

ditions, However, the leader of the Opposi-
tion very clearly showed what the returned
soldiers are to get under the Bill, [

agree with the hon. member in all he said
in regard to dual control. The dual controi
of the past has not made for good adminis-
tration, and if we desire the best for our
returned soldiers, we ought to aet as
promptlv as possible. The less we have of
dual control the better, for the returned sol-
diers cannot afford to wait for their land.
They require to be fixed up promptly. After
their experienee at the Mromt, the sooner
those men can be drafted out of the City
into the country, the better for them, The
member for Bunbury remarked that many
of those men would like to get back as soon
as possible to the loealities savhence they
came. I suggest to the Government that
any abandoned farms which, owing to the
obligationa on them it is diffienlt to
get rid of, should be re-valeed in favour of
the returned soldier. Some of those aban-
doned farms are fast reverting to their
virgin state, and it would be sound economy
to hand these partly improved propertics
over to the soldier settlers. Those men,
with the assisiance they are to get from the
Federal Government, would be able to secure
very good returns from such farms., We
have heard a great deal in favour of the
South-West, but [ am fully persuaded that
our goldiers will not be physically fit to
tackle the virgin country of the South-West.
The sum of £500 will not go far in clearing
that ecountry. It takes pretty well a genera-
tion to make a decent farm in the South-West.
Of course, when one has ot through that
period, one then has in the South-Weat a
more golid farm than he could expeet to
build up anywhere else in the State. But
the returned soldiers will not be in a po-
sition te wait a generation before coming
into a comfortable living. All things con-
sidered, the South-West does not fill my eyve
as a paradise for returned soldiers. It has
frequently been pointed ont that & man
who takes up too much land in the South-
West is likely to be poor for the rest of hia
life. The member for Northam did put up
one or two good points. For instance, he re-
marked that the men settling in our Eastern
districts or towards the South-West should
have G40 acres free, and should be urged to
be content with that unless the Government
agreed to free them from the conditions ap-
plieable to larger arcas. From practical ex-
perience T know that in the Eastera districts,
two yecars after the timber has been killed
land ean be cleared for 25 per cent. of
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what it would cost to clear while the timber
was still green. The good forest eouatry in
that diatriet, although a little more coatly to
f]oar, will give a mueh better return than
is to Dbe obtained from poorer land more
eusily vleared. The inferior land inevitably
means more super., and the returns are
never 8o good. On the average our more
heavily timbered country gives the hetter re-
sults,  The hoard which will adjudicate on
all these matters is to consist, I presume, of
men who have been through the mill and
who will know the local econditions in vari-
ous parts of the State where the returned
soldiera are likely to be scttled, One hon.
member recommended the appointment of a
number of boards. No doubt if it was the
desire of the Government, veluntary boards
could be appointed in the various distriets
to advise the returned soldiers. It will be
difficult for the Government to sceure 2
board of four or five men who, sitting in
Perth, will know the local conditions obtain-
ing in the various districts. I do not see in
the Bill anything to assist men prepared to
take up land where the quickest and bost
returns are to be secured for the least capital
outlay. 1 refer to small pastoral holdings.
T am confident that the soldiers would make
good more qni&dy on small pastoral leages than
on any other class of land. T am not per-
sonally converaant with the ¢onditions in the
pastoral areas, but T have disenssed the ques-
tion with members representing  pastoral
clectorates and, further, T am certain that
more money will be made out of beef and
mutton than out of wheat, and that, too,
with less anxiety, less energy, and smaller
capital outlay. I trust the Miniaster will in-
quire what can be done in that direction.
We are all agreed that there is nothing too
good for our returned soldiers, and that we
ahould afford them the hest possible eon-
ditions. The main thing is to get right off
the mark and save those men from hanging
nbout the City. The more successful the first
to  return and go on the Jland, the
greater will be the induwecement for those re-
turning later to follow them, The Bill does
not provide for placing any of those men in
another primary industry, namely, the mineral
industry.

Mr. SPEAKER: Thercfore, the hon. mem-
her will not diseuss that phase of the question.

Mr. HARRTSON: Tt does not follow that
heeause & man appears to be physieally unfit,
lie cannot make good on the land, for life on
the land does not entail the exceedingly stren-
uous waork many people seem to imagine. Tor
instance, it s just as easy to drive a team
nf six as it is to drive o team of two. Tn
fact, personally, T prefer the larger toam.
They take less attention, The machinery that
you work with on the farm does not necessi-
tate walking over rough ground, When a
man gets to the stage of making returns,
the chances are he will be able to get muscular
help to assist in getting off his harvest. Men
to-dny who have been rejected are making
good on the land, and if these men make gond
the returned men will be able to do so. The
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farms of those who have gone away, I agraee
with the leader of the Opposition, are not of
the samo value as when they were left. If
these settlers have paid more than 50 per cent.
of the land rent they should not have to pay
more. I trust the few matters to which I
huvoe referred, the Minister will take into con-
sideration, and if anything is of value his de-
partmental oflicers will be instructed to help
these men to the best advantage. If the Min-
ister has two or three of his best officers who
are thoroughly reliable and sympathetic, and
who will throw themselves into the work, 1
hope he will make & point of getting these
officers to assist him in carrying out these
particular matters promptly.

Mr. TEESDALE (Roebourne) [8.31]: TFor
some time past it has been the custom for in-
dividuals and literary men to write to the
newspapers und to complain that the West
Australian Parliament has done nothing for
the retwined solidier, If these persons will go
into the Bill carefully they will not be able
to say that after to-day. TFrom what I see
this Bill is the best parts of the measures of
the other States carefully put together—only
the best parts retained. T hope members op-
posite will recognise that some of the clauses
are ecopicd from the famons Queensland Aet.
The leader of the Opposition eriticised that
Act. T do not think the leader of the Oppo-
sition thought at the time of the leasehold
system or he would not have drawn
attention to it. We have retained all the
hest portions of the Queensland Bill and we
have c¢ut out some of the provisions that
are not quite workable. I am also pleased to
find since the memorable Riverton case that
there has been a congiderable improvement
made in connection with the treatment of re-
turned soldiers as far as (departmental mat-
ters arc concerned. I can assure membera
to-day it is gquite an easy matter, in fact it
is quite a pleasant matter for a soldier to go
hefore the selection hoard to be examined, to
make application, to state where his Iand is
situated, to have the land approved of and
have the whole matter fixed up, not forgetting
the bank, which i3 an important thing. To my
mind the irritation for the soldier commences
between the selection board offices and the
Agricultural  Bank—everything seems to go
wrong there, whether it is from lack of sym-
pathy or from indifference, bt it is positively
annoying for a man to be sent from ane de-
partment to another, failing to get sutisfac-
tion. DPerhaps thesc men are not quite wmor-
mat and inclined to be unreasonable in small
matters, but we muat insist on officials being as
considerate as possible in their treatment of
these matters. Tt shonld be elearly understood
that there is to be no officialism in the treatmeng
to be meted out to the soldiers, T do not
want them to be spoon-fed in any way or
treated as children, They are wen and ought
to have a pretty good knowledge of the world,
seeing the experience they have gone throngh.
This secheme eannot be made a success straight
off the recl. Tt is new to all the States. Thero
is no precedent to guide ua. There must be
experiments and these men must be reasonable
and fair, and allow us to diseover the defects
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in the Bills before they take exeeption and
write to the newspapers and complain bitterly
about the treatment.  They must remember
that everything is mew and that the Govern-
ment are doinyg their best with the means at
their disposal to carry out the promises which
were made when they went to the Front.
I have no hesitation in saying the Government
are trying to carry out the promises. Every
member of the Ministry is trying to ecarry out
10 the best of his ability any promise made to
the soldiers, and are generously interpreting
the promises, but it must be borne in mind
that all is new amd novel. It is positively
torcign to Australions who have to deal with
such a gigantic scheme of repatriation, It is
a difficulty for Jarge centres; those hupe cen-
tres that have one hundred and one advantages
at their disposal that we have not, It is
difticult for them to formulate a successful
scheme, There have been numbers of failures,
and those failures will only be rectified after
the Aet is put into operation. I am glad to
e able to draw attention to mistakes, becanse
1 like my frieads opposite to recognmise that 1
take back all I said as to the treatment of the
Riverton men. 1 call the Premier’s attention
to the fact that he apoke disparagingly the
other day of the Riverton men, I have been
out to that estate recently, and with one ex-
ception everything is satisfactory. There are
little hitches at times, and when I hear of
hitches T like to go out and help to amooth
them away. Up to mow the men settled are
hopeful and confidlent of making a suecess of
the little holdings which this House was gooil
cnough to help them to seeure. 1 trust before
they have been on the ground 12 or 18 months
they will be able to make a good show of the
products of Riverton and cenfound the pesple
who desire to blame them and be hargh with
them, It is most necessary that the hoard
shall be eomposed of men who are trusted
servants of the Btate; men who are consider-
ate and who have sympatheti¢ natures; who
are well known, for everything depends on the
first contact of these soldiers with officialism.
At that particular time the soldier iy either
influcneed for pood or evil, and I think the
utmost care should be shown the first time
the man approaches the department with a
certain amount of misgiving, It is necessary
at that time that the utmost allowance and
eonsideration should be shown te them even

if their demanda are a little unreasonable.

1 am sorry to see in one clause that
the board may cancel the holding of a
roldier without giving him ecompensation
for work dome, I do mot think
if a settler has worked hard and practieally
out of debt, if throngh some eirecematances—
it may be a little frietion between him and
the authorities—he desires to leave the land,
T think that man should have something to
face the world with again. Tt does not seem
fair for him, having put in five years of work,
andl ecrtain capital of his own, that he shonld
be thrown ont to start life withont a few
pornds, and T hope the board will take that
matter into consideration. T see they have a
certain amount of discretionary power given
them, and I hope they will not apply it in
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a harsh way. While admitting that the Queens-
land Bill is a very good one, I wish to em-
phasise the fact that I consider that they are
on the right track in Queensland. They have
mapy advantages there which we have not.
They are cnabled to make a fair show with
little expense compared with Western Austra-
Ha, We have heavy clearing here and soil that
requires & lot of work. They are within easy
distanee of settled districts. They have friable
so0il, and the clearing iy very light. It emables
a good show to be made in a short time, and
I tound on going through the soldiers’ settle-
ment—for 1 mixed up personally with the
men, I interviewed them personally, I heard
their complaints and their commendations, and
1 say they are pleased indeed with the out-
look as far as their prospscts are concerned.
But there is one particular bright spot in the
Bill that they have not in Queenslapd, and
which the soldiers are much disturbed about.
Not about our bright spot, but their dark
spot. And that is the perpetnal leasechold. It
wag pogitively being cursed from one end of
the settlement to the other. When I spoke to
a man, the first thing he told me was that the
soldiers thought they were going to get the
land but they were done out of it. When a
man has paid back his money which has been
lent at a small rate of interest, and szecnred
his holding, he at least shonld hiave the satis-
faction of knowing that it is his own farm.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You said the bulk were
satisfied,

Mr. TEESDALE: They are satisfied with
the progpects of the chance of making a living,
but that is counterbalanced by the grievance
that the land can never belong to them. On
these blocks, too, they have lifs sentences im-
posed on them inasmuch as they have to reside
on them permanently. No matter if the sol-
dier is il and he is not able to carry out
his residential qualifications, it is impossible
for that man to transfer the holding to his
wife. That is another injustice they suffer
under. It is unjust to think that beeause of
illhealth a man is unable to carry out the
conditions, he is not allowed to transfer the
hlock to his wife, or his son so that
they may carry on in his absence and
s0 that he may rest close to civilizsation
where he ean get the faeilities and comforts
which are not obtainable in the remote settle-
mints in the bush.

‘Mr: O’Loghlen: The residentinl gualthea-
tion is to prevent traflicking.

Mr, TERSDALE: T am ealling attention to
some of the bad spots in the Queensland
Aet gnd the bright spots in ours.

Mr, O'Loghlen: Why pick out Quecnsiand?

Mr, TEESDALE: Berause I consider it is
a good Bill, barring the leaschold. When
the people of Queensland see that Westarn
Australia, which they have copied in a lot
of their legislation, has given the freehold,

they will immediately eut out the lea:
from their Aet. sehold

Hon. R, H. Underwood (Hounorary Minis-
ter): How do your eonstituents get on with
the leaseholds?
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Mr. TEESDALE: They have been getting
on pretty well up to now. In Queensland the
soldier can borrow up to £700 on 25 years’
terms. It has been stated that this Bill contains
provisions for the returned soldier which do
not differ from those appertaining to the
orilinary settler. [ would point out that in
the case of the QQueensland Aet, the soldier
van borrow £700 on 23 years’ terms with
security, but the ordinary settler can borow
up to £1,200 at 5 per cent. The goldier, has
to reside on his property practically the
whole of his life, or at all events up to the
time he has paid for it, whereas the ordinary
settler has eunly to reside on the holding for
three years and the residence qualifications
do not apply. This shows the difference in
the treatment accorded to the soldier im com-
parison with that accorded to the ordinary
settler. The Bill now wunder consideration
is one that can be dealt with by a few de-
cent speakers, who will cover the main
points that are contained in it. Anything
further than that is repetition, which does no
good, I think T have dealt with one or two
points that have not been dealt with by other
speakers. T hope that is so. I can only say
in eonclusion that if half the good that has
been wished to the returned soldiers by hon.
members of this House eventuates, there will
not be any cause for gricvance against the
tovernmeat of Western Australia,

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [8.47]: I desire
Lriefly to deal with one or two aspects of
this Bill mentioned by the leader of the Op-
position, and also referred to by the member
for Avon (Mr., Harrison), namely, the set-
tling of returned soldiers wupon pastoral
leases. From my long experienre in the
North-West T think T ean safely say that at
least 95 per eent. of the people who embark
in pastoral pursoits there make p suecess of
the venture. As it scems to be the unani-
mous wish of the House that our returned
soldiers should get the best that it is pos-
aihle to give them, I think the Government
should make a strong effort to place all who
desire te go in for pastoral pursuits upon
land suitable for that purpose,  Unfortu.
nately, most of the best of our pastoral areas
have already been taken up.

Hon, P. Collier: Can we not resume them?

Mr. ANGELO: They cannot be resumed
for pastoral purposes. There are several
areas, cne of which T am going to hring
under the notiee of the Government, where
n certain number of our soldiers could be
settled. Tn a short time those settlers, who
hold more than a million acres, will have to
sell or otherwise dispogse of their surplus
areas. The Government would, therefore, be
well advised to endeavour to acquire these
surplus areas in comnection with this parti-
cilar scheme., Outside the fringe of sheep
farming areas there ia a good deal of eattle
grazing country still vaeant. This cattle
grazing proposition should appeal to us in
$hat feneing wire is not réguired. Water only
is needed upon the property. The shortage
of fencing wire will be a tronble so far as
sheep breeding is concerned. When speaking
last night upon the proposal to build a railway
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from Ajana, I mentioned that thero were
three million acres of vacant country just
north of the Murchison river, and between

that river and the settled portions of the
Gascoyne district. In  the opinion of sev-
eral experts, men who have made a

suceess of sheep farming in the Gascoyne, and
who have visited the locality, this is excellent
shee|r carrying couutry. It is, however, short
of water. According to the report of the
Government Geologigt, Mr. Gibb Maitland,
this territory is within the artesian bagin. The
only bore so far put down there adjoins the
northern area of thizs partieular country.
From a depth of 370 feet there is a magnifi-
cent flow of potable water running from this
hore, at a rate of two million gallons a day.
It would not cost the Government very mueh
to sink at least one hore in this area, I think
(lause 12 gives authority to do this. If the
bore did not prove a success the proposition
could be abandoned, but in view of the re-
sults which have already been obtained, and
taliug Mr. (iibb Maitland's report into con-
sideration, T think that sueh a bore would
prove a success, and if ao it would enable
this three million acres of country to be made
available for our veturned seldiers, The mem-
her for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale) interjected
carlier in the evening that small heldings
were not a payable proposition in the North-
West, It depends on what he means by small
holdings. Tn jrevious years. when there was
no assurance in time of droupght of getting
stock away, at least 100,000 acres were neces-
sary in order to make a suceess of the under-
taking, But with meat works assured, as T
think we can safely say they are assured in
Carnarvon and Geraldton

Mr, 'T'eesdale: That is not in the North-
West.
Mr. ANGELO: From 50,000 tio 60,000

acreg would vonstitute a sufficiently large hold-
ing to ensure the success of the oceupants. In
that country it takes about 12 acres to carry
a sheep, so that 50,000 aeres would enable a
man to earry 4,000 sheep, which would keep
him and his family in comfort, and enabie
them to set aside something for a rainy day.
I urge upon the Government to car-mark this
three million acres until they have thought
more about it. The opening up of this area
would assist ws in turning the State moro into
a sheep-growing country, as most of us de-
sire, It is sheep growing and cattle raising
that will bring this State into a sound finan-
cinl position later on, The leader of the Op.
position alse mentioned the question of the
creation of a board. I do not like the idea.
L am suro it will have a tendency to lead to
control by the Minister, as the leader of the
Opposition has stated, There i3 also the
question of dual eontrol, which has caused ao
much frietion. I have always Dbeen of
opinion that this repatriation schems should
be under the control of one man, the best man
that it is possible to get hold of in the State,
who would contrel the whole of the scheme
and be made responsible for it. If it was
found that he was not making a aueccess of
the venture someone else could take his place.
It has been suggested that a Minister for Re-
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patriation should be appointed. The trouble
is that Ministers and Cabinets are eonstantly
changing, and that there may be a break in
the work which perhaps a  particular
Minister had started to do well. There must
be some good business man in the State who
could take control of this scheme. Mr. Wm.
Paterson, the manager of the Agricultural
Bank, comes into my mind. If he could he
spared from the bank I think he is a man who
would carry out this scheme admirably. He
knows the lands of the State as well as, if not
hetter than, any other man, He is also a good
buginess man, and could tell whether any pro-
rosition could be made to pay or not. When
we come to «iseuss this question later on T
hope the Government will consider whother it
would not be hetter, instead of having the
seheme in charge of the Minister assisted by
4 hoord, to have a Commissioner appointed,
ontside of political eontrol as much as pos-
sible, to administer it and put it into effget.

ITon. P. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Houorary Min-
ister-—Nelson) [8.57]: 'This Bill has been
pretty well diseussed from all aspects. It is
a Bill for discharged soldiers amd not for re-
turned seldiers. Many members when speak-
ing do not scem to have noticed that fact. Ta
my opinion this is the best Bill that has been
introeduced in any State in Australia.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: Are you supporting
it!

Hon. F. BE. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
istery: A great amount of time has been
given to the study of Acts which are in op-
cration in the other States. If members will
study this Bill earefully, and not speak, as
some of them have spoken, after only a eur-
sory glance at it, T think they will retract n
great many of the remarks they have made
this cvening. The leader of the Opposition
said that the settlement of our soldiers on
pastorat boklings was a very excellent scheme.
T cannot agree with him, under present condi-
tions, I would ask that hon. gentleman, also
the member for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale)
and the member for Gascoyne {Mr. Angelo),
how they think a man could be settlid on a
pastoral lholding with any ehance of sucecess
with a limited capital of £500. If we had the
wealth of the world at our disposal we could
then settle them upon pastoral holdings, and
jn a short time turn them into millionaires.
Tt is impossible to do this with tho limited
means at our dispesal. In many eases the
discharged soldiers have bheen able to sugpest
0 proposition to the Minister in control which
has put a different aspect upon things. They
have heen able to show by preofs that they
have friends who are willing to assist them
either with the land, or the stock, or by selling
them a portion of their pastoral leases on
reasonable terms. The result has been that

we have already had men settled on pas-
toral areas with every chance of success,
such as they would mnot have with a

Vunited capital of £500. The leadsr of the
Opposition also suggested that soldiers should
e given land free. That is for Parliament
to say. [f after consideration Parliament de-
cides that soldiers should be given land free,
well aml good. He also dwelt on the ques-

tion of dual control. This Jid exist at one
time and the results were not good, but to-
day we have no dual eontrel, This branch of
activity is nnder the control of tho Premier,
who is Minister for Lands, and we have the
nsgistant manager of the Agricultural Bank
dealing with these men, We have also the
Under Becretary for Lands. Those two men
deal with this question from the bank point
of view and from the lands point of view.
Gould we have two better men? I do wot think
80. As to the qualification board, a returned
soldier sits om it, I have attended meny
meetings of the board, and have listened to
the questions put to the seldiers and heard the
teplies; and 1 can assure the Ilouse that
those returncd soldiers are treated with every
courtesy and that every assistance is given
them: to lay their views before the board. But
we ¢annot allow men to go on the land with
this Cmmmonwealth money if, in the opinion
of the examining doctors, they are not phy-
sically fit for the life. Turther, a man must
surcly have some knowledge of the life he
proposes to take om.

Mr. Smith: Canuot you adopt the same
precautions with all other settlers?

HHon, F. K. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister):  Other settlers rigsk their own
money, Which is a different thing.

Mr. Bmith: Do they?

Hon. F. E, 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): These returned soldiers risk Gov-
ernment money.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The other settlers
ritk the money of the Agricultural Bank;
though [ do not suppose the Agricultural
Bank has any money now.

Hon. F. E. 5, WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister):  Returncd soldiers who do not
know anything of agricultural work should
first go on the training farms, or else go out
with a private farmer. The Government take
them on at Yandaoooka, or Avondale, or
Brunswick, Not one rcturned man up to the
present has been willing to go on a training
farm,

Mr. Bmith: You cannot expeet the men to
go on the Brunswick farm. They cannot
learn tnuch there.

Hon, F. E. S WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): A man desirous of taking on
dairying or fruit growing in the South-West
ean sftill gbtain the necessary imstruction at
DBrunswick. The leader of the Opposition says
that the board should have greater powers;
but other members have urged that the board
should be aholished altogether. Great diver-
8ity of opinion has been expressed. I think
the middle course suggested by this Bill is the
right eourse; that is to say, the measure will,
under the control of the Minister, be admin-
istered by a hoard. What could be better?
Tf a soldier is not satisfied with his treat-
ment by the board, he ean appeal to the Min-
ister. Other members have said that the
Bill provides no appeal. But of course any
man can always appeal to the Minister, Re-
turned soldiers have already appealed to my-
self, and T, without even having to refer to
the Premier, who is the Minister for Repat-
riation, have been able to fix them up. Tt has
also becu stated that the returned soldier
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applicant has to go from one department to
another—from the Lands Department to the
Agricultural Departiment, and then to ancther
department, and so forth. That was done in
the dark ages; it is not done to-day.

Mr. O'Loghten: 1If was so three months

ago.

Hon, . 1, 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): But all that has heen changed.
The returned soldier comes along to the

Lands Department and walks in, as the mem-
ber for Nertham has said, through the left-
hand door, which does not, as suggested by
the wemhber for Northam, lead to destruection,
but to———o

Mr. O’Loghlen: To Willmott.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): Yes; and to what better guarter
could the returned soldier go? Tis views
are listened to aympathetically amd atten-
tively, and he ig then put on the right road.
[f he desires to take up Crown lands, he is
met at once. But how many returned sol-
dliers want to take up Crown lands? Not
many. They mostly want to take up improved
holdings. We have offered them Crown lands
by the thousand acres; but they say, ‘‘No;
we want an improved property that we can
make something of straight away.’’ And quite
right, too. If a returned soldier ean put up a
rcasonable proposition, as he frequently does,
we purchase the improved property for him,
after we have satisfied ourselves that the seller
of the property is not charging more than a
fair prive for it. Never in all my life have I
known of so many philanthropista as during
the last 12 months, In the Lands Department
I have files upon files offering properties. It
ig really amazing to find hew many people are
willing to give away their properties for a mere
song—in other words, for ten times their value
—s0 long as returned soldiers can be stuck
with them. It is my duty, under the direction
of the Premier, to gee that these men get a fair
deal and are not stuck with such properties.
That is what I am there for. Suppose a soldicr
comes along saying he wishes to buy a property
which is worth £500. We at once have an in-
spection made by an Agricultural Bank in-
speetor, and on receipt of that officer’s report
we go into the matter again. The inspector
may say that in his opinion the property is
worth only £400. Then we write to the would-
be seller asking if he will aceept the lower
amount, which in very many instances he does,
Then we have saved the returned soldier £100
on that deal alone,

Mr, O Loghlen: Possibly even then the price
may be too high,

Hon. F. BE. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): T think not; bhecause the Agricultural
BRank inspectors are very careful to sece that
these properties are not over-valued. Tt is the
aing of omission and commission which have
ocenrred in South Australia that make us so
eareful here.

Hon. W. (I, Angwin: You have not been too
careful here always.

Hon, F. E. 8, WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
istery: T have looked up all the eases, and
have not knnwen of a single case where a mis-
take has bheen made after inspertion hy an
Agricaltural Bank inspector. T know of one
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particular case, which, unfortunately, was left
to one of those bright angels of the member
for Northam, a surveyor, to report on, The
surveyor had not the necessary knowledge, and
the result was that the place was bought, that
it was found not to be worth the money paid
for it, and that it is coming back to our
hands again. Very great care is exercised:
that is what I want te impress on hon. mem-
bers. The member for Northam pointed out
what we must do on the wheat helt and what
we must do in the south-west. He says the
work must be superviged. It is supervised to-
day. The chief inspecter of the Agricultural
Bank frequently visits Riverton. Similarly,
Mr, Wickens goes out to see the men who have
taken on vine growing. Mr. Scott looks after
the men at Harvey. In every case where it
is  posgible, we cxercize supervision, To
hear some hon. members speak, one
wonld think these untortunate  returned
men  were simply driven out of Perth
on to their blocks and there left to starve.
Such is not the ease at all. Sustenance is pro-
viderl for these men by the repatriation de-
partment.  Over and above that sustenance,
they receive a weekly sum, if they so desire,
for the work they do on the land-—E£2 per week
adiditional to the sustenance allowance. Take
the case of a man drawing £1 17a. 6d. per
week sustenance atlowance from the repatria-
tion department, and at the same time drawing
£2 per week for work done on his block; that
gives him £3 17a, 64, per week to go along
with for the time being. I think everyone must
admit that he ought to be able to pull through
on that. In addition, he has a house. The
£3500 of Federal Government money is for im-
provements. Tf we purchase for a discharged
soldier an estate at £600, the land is valued
and the improvements are valued; and only
the improvements can be charged up against
the ¥Federal £500, The balance has to be ad-
vanced from the ordinary funds of the Agri-
eultural Bank.

Mr. O’Loghlen: How is the demand?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): Hot and heavy. All land adjacent to
railways should be made available, says the
member for Northam. All snch land along-
side our railways is being inspected with a
view to making it available. But Western
Australia has a considerable mileage of rail-
ways, and it is not all going to he done in a
day. However, we have officers out in all
directions—north, south, east, west—doing the
very work which the member for Northam says
should be done. The hon. member urgres that
more railwaya shounld be surveyed in the South-
West. But we ean at this time spend onr monev
bhetter than in surveving railways either in the
South-West or in any other portion of the
State; had we nnlimited funds to go on survey-
ing railway lines and building them, the pro-
position would be altogether different.  Bnt
we are not in that hanpy state. We have tn
be very careful ahout the expenditure of everv
penny. Undoubtedly various railwave will
have to be bnilt in the Sounth-West at some
time, Before the Nornalup country, and all that
cowntry between Manjimun and Nornalup and
boetween Busselton and (ape TLieeuwin can be
made available, railways will have to he huilt.
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I, for one, would never agree to place returned
soldiers in those remote areas without railway
commuanieation,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Would you stop them from
going there!

Hon, F. E. 8. WELLMOTT (Honorary Min- -

ister): Yes, in this respect, by telling them
that if they go there they will go at their own
risk, and will not get the advamce, [f they
care to go down there with their own money,
ther hy all means let them go. Some propie
like that wild, pioneering life; and if they
have the money to baclk up their fancy, let
them do so. They can go fishing and hec-
farming, The member for Northam says we
must not wait until the  soldiers return
befere clemiing lamd for them. That
is all very well, bt we st not go on clear-
ing as was donc at Demmark, and at Man-
jimup, on the way to the Donnelly River,
wasting thousands of pounds through allow-
ing the serab to grow up again, Tf one
clears land in that country, and fails to fol-
low up the clearing hy keeping down serub
and soekers, then in a very few years the
land is in a worse state than before it was
toucheld. But to keep the seedlings down
costs moncy, and all that expenditure has to
he added to the cost of the clearing, Thus,
in the end, the unfortunate man who takes
up the bloek has to pay about 100 per cent.
more than the original cost. That was the
tronble on the Denmark area, where settlers
were charged 20s. per acre for land which
to-dany is not worth la. per acre. Tt was
ringbarked and partly clehred and then al-
lowed to go back to its original state, It is
proposed to go ahead with clearing on the
Harvey estate, but T am not satisfied with the
land on which some of the men were placed.
T would like hon. members to know that sneh
glowing reports were put in about that land
that anyone woulil have been perfeetly justi-
fied in setting it apart for the soldiers. Un-
fortunately, I did not sce it myself.
Me, O'Loghlen: Who was regponsible?

Ilon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): They were officials, and we can-
not sack them Dbecanse they have already

gone. 1 do not know any hetter arca than
the 500 acres at Green Pool and instructions
have been issued to elear it. Unfortunately,
at the present time, it is costing 100 per cent,
more to clear land than should be the case.
I am sure that the member for Northam must
be satisfied that Mr. MeLarty is a suitable
officer for the position he holds. The hou.
member took exception to soldiers being
asked to make statements on oath. Jf a man
is speaking the truth what docs it matter
whether he makes the statement on oath or
not? He is required to take an oath before
the board. Certain conditions have been
laid down by the Commonwealth in connee-
tion with the £500 advance and those con-
ditions ave being carried out. Tt has been
contended by many writers that it is not ad-
visahle to put soldiers by themselves in
+roups, but that they should be settled aleng
“*h the civilian population. At the present

land is being held for soldiers who have

1 and it is only right that that should
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be so. The member for Albany hax a most
crroneous idea of the Bill. He asks of what
use will he the £50,000 which it is proposed
to raoise. Had the hon, member studied the
Rill, and had mnot bis brain been muddied
through the bee farmers’ eomplaints, he would
have seen for himself.

Mr, H, Robinson: Tt takes twe members
of the Cabinet o try to explain it to the
House,

Ton. . E. 8 WILLMOTT ([Honorary

Minister): Tt would take 30 members of the
Cabinet to explain it to the how. member amd
then they wonld not sweeeed. The hon. mem-
ber would see what it «was for if he studied
the Bill,

Mr. H. Robinson: Tell na

Hen. ¥. T, 8. WILLMOTT {ionorary
Minister): It is really too late to-night to
go over all that again.

Mr. 1I. Robinson: You do not know.

Mr. Hickmott: Can you tell us how to
fenee in hees with barbed wire$

Hon, F. E. 8 WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister) : T only hope the statements of the
member for Albany about the discharged sol-
diers to whom he referred are as wide of the
mark as his comments on this Bill. The hon.
memnber alse told us that the Government
would not look after the farm of a wman who
wanted to enlist. In many instances men have
enlisted without notifying the Agrienltural
Bank or the department, with the resnlt that
nothing was known about it.

Mr. H. Rohingon: The man T referred to
askad you to help him and you refused.

Hon. F. E. 8, WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): Then there must have been some

exeellent reason for the refusal. With regard
to the hon. member’s complaint about the dis-
charged soldier who was engaging in fighing,
all T can say is that the Bill provides for set-
tlement on land and not on water. The mem-
ber for Albany said that it wonld be only just
to revalue properties as they exist to-day and
not foree an intending purchaser to take over
the full debt on a property. That bas been
donc for some time. A property is valued on
the improvements a8 they eoxist to-day. The
hon, member stated that it would be unwise
to put men broadeast on pouitry holdings. The
Government are of that opinion also and it has
been decided not to make any more land
available at Osborne Tark or clsewhere. In
connection with this enterprise one must have
a sound knowledge of the business. I have
reason to know that more bankrupteies have
been ecansed through poultry farms than
through anything else.

Mr, Duff: Begause they were not started
properly.

Hon. ', B, 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): The control was handed over to
ontside men because everyone said if they
were run departmentally, they would be a
failore. We know to-day whether they have
heen a success or au failure.

Mr. Duff: They were started with mixed
poultry; that was the cause of the failure.
Hon. F. E. 8, WILLMOTT (Tonorary Min-
ister}: T have inspected those poultry
farms. There are comfortable houses there,
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an adequate water supply, good outbuildings,
and everything that should make that kind
of business a success. There were wmistakes
made at first but L think that they have
been eliminated to.day. In addition to the
soldier getting his land at half cost, pastoral
leases free for five years, as well as susten-
ance, it iz alse proposcd that the soldier
shall get spceial conecssion regarding water
rates, That will be a great benefit to the
men in the «ry arens. The member for Avon
said that the South-West did not appeal to
Lhim. Quite likely. [ might suy that the
digtrict he represents does not appeal te me.
It would not do it we all had the same ideas
and all wanted the same land. 1§ is by hav-
ing liversified ideas that we can hope to
populate this huge country from Wyndham
in the north to Albany in tire south. I am
not allowed to refer to minerals, but if I
were | would state that 42 men have been
sent out. The member for Rochourne gave
the Bill a pat, and it was really very nice
indeed after learing some of the disparag-
ing vemarks from seme other hon, members,
to find that one at least had sufficient in-
telligence to reulise what the Bill contained.
The hon. member has taken a great intcrest
in thiz work and he heips where he can in
amoeothing matters over. [ lope hen. mem-
bers will atways do this.  When men come
along with grievanees to the Lands Depnrt-
ment we see wli ther we can overcomy them.
We do not irritate these people and make
them worse. The member for Gascoyne told
us that 4,000 sheep would provide a comfort-
able living for a manm, I quite agree with
him, but where are the discharged soldicrs
guing to get a run which will earry 4,000
vheep, the uecessary fencing, the necessary
water supply, and the sheep? Are they to
get all out of the £500? Tf the hon. member
has any seheme in mind by which we c¢an
provide pasteral arcas with 4,000 sheep and
the necessary adjuncts, 1 sball be pleased to
hear of it.

Mr, Chesson:
start.

Hon, P, B, 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minjster:} The wmember for Gascoyne also
statad that in Dhis apinion one man shounld
control thia scheme, that he should be be-
yond political controt, and that it should be
taken out of the hands of the Minister and
the board. TFauey handing over to ome man
a scheme which may involve the expenditure
of 20 millions of money. I do not think he
would see it out. (Certainly it would not be
verv long before he would gither be shot, or
die from attempting to do impossibilities,
or ¢lse he might clear out with most of the
mor ey, Many discharged men do not quite
understand what can be done. T have inter-
viewed many of them and I have written
to others and I have been able to cnlighten
thern. Those men to-day have been fixed up
and they are now desirable and contented
acttlers. In conclusion I would point out
tha: this is a practical scheme, and not a
geheome to see how much can be done in the
way of flag-flying. It is no good hon. mem-

Give them 500 sheep for a
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bers saying what they would do if they had
the opportunity. Let them eome along and
say what ean be done with the amount
of money we have at our disposal and know-
ing the difficulties we have to contend with.
let v have a practical sebeme and not try
to out-vie each other to show how much
anyone might be prepared to do more than
members sitting on the right or the left of
the Bpeaker. I give way to no man in whal
I would like to do for returned soldiers. But
I know, perhaps better than many others,
just how far we c¢an go, and just what we
¢un do with the money at our disposal, We
must never forget that we are the custo-
dians of this money for the Commonwealth,
and responsible for its disposal and for the
security, Tf the security is not good, the
Commonwealth will throw the blame on us,
and we shall suffer the loss,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: 1t is purely a loan.

Hon. F. E, 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ter}: And being a lean it is entrusted to
ug, and like all loan moneys should be ex-
pended as wisely as pussible. [ hope hon.
members, if they cannot agree with all the
provistons of the Hill, will endeavour to
amend it in Committee for the hetterment
of our soldiers; but | trust that tnewbers
will Iy eareful when amending the Bill that
they do not amensd it to the detriment of the
digelhirged soldicrs,

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair,]

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (North-East Freman-
tie) [9.31]: Had it not been for the conclud-
ing remarks of the Honorary Minister 1
should not have spoken on the Bill. We know
that the sum of £500 is te be advanced to each
returned soldier settling on the land, The
Honorary Minister has said that we are the
custolians of that money for the Common-
wealth, I think it ix about time the people
learned that such is not the position, It is
time the people realised that all the Common-
wealth is doing in this matter is to pay half
the difference between 334 per cent. and the
rate at which the money is to be raised. It
is triae that the Commonwealth is acting on
our behalf in raiging the loan to finance the
soldiers settled on the land under the Bill; it
is true also that the Commonwealth is print-
ing bank notes and will charge us probably
614 per cent, for them, but it should be made
clear that the 8tate i= providing the money,
just as it is in the c¢ase of the capital of the
Agrieultural Bank.

Hon. F, E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): But we get a recoup.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: By way of loan,
and loan only. If the soldiers settled om the
land do not repay the money, the State will
have to find it. The only difference is thnt
for the first few years, until, increasing by
one-half per cent. per annum, the interest
shall have heen raised to the full rats, the
Commonwealth i3 to pay half the differene
I regret very much that it has come fr
generally believed that the Commonwer’
doing everything. As a matter of f-
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side the Repatriation Department, which does
not deal with the settlement of returned sol-
diers ou the land, the Commonwealth is deing
nothing., The whele of the responsibility is
thrown on the-State. I agree that if the Com-
monwealth will not do it, it is the duty of
the State to carry on repaibriation, whether it
be in regard to land settlement or in some
other direction. There is in the Bill an inno-
vation under which the Government ecan lend
money for the purpose of settling persons on
Irivate land. 1 do not know the reason for
this, nor do T know what action will be taken,
whether or not private lands can be handed
over to the soldiers and the value of that
land ehm:p;ed by the owner to the soldier plus
5 large interest. Be that as it may, every
solilier settling on the land is eatitled to £500
fo!' the purpose of improving that land. I
think it is the first time the State, through
the Agricultural Bank, is cmpuwered to ad-
vanee State money for the improvement of
private property.

The Premier. It is property belonging to
the returned soldier.

Hon. ¥ E. 8, Willmott (Honorary Minis
ter): And wmortgaged to the Agrienltural
Bank.

Hon, W. (., ANGWIN: 1t states here *‘pri-
vate property.’’ The Ministers have not ex-
plained what it means. If the land is
purchased from the private owner by moneys
advanced by the Btate, then the mortgagee
is the State. From the reading of the clause
it appears that the equity of the land may
be owned by the soldier but the property still
belongs to the private owner and is to be im-
proved out of money provided by the State.
The money has te be spent on improvements.

Hon, J. Mitchell: No.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Hanorary Ain-
ister told us that to-night.
The Premier: Oh no.

gpent on imploments,

_ Hon. W. G. ANGWIN: [t is useless lend-
ing a man money for implements unless you
lend him also money to work his land. We
had a case a few days ago, in which the
Indnstries Assistanee Bonrd had lent moncy
for eropping. T admit it was done under the
previous Government; but unfortunately the
State lost that money. Now, under the Bill,
for the firat time the Government are empow-
ered to lend money on private properties.
Of eourse this may have reference o the Mid-
land Railway Company, or the Hampton
Plains Company, or some other of those pri-
vate companics holding large arcas which tie
State desires shall be ntilised. T hope that in
Committee a satisfactory explanation will be
1‘?r'thvoming in regard to that particular pro-
vision,

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore—in reply) [9.38]: In regard to the
remarks of the member for North-East Fre-
mantle, let me say that when we get into Com-
mittea T hope to he able to satisfy even the
hon, memher that the provision he has referred
to i a wise one, devised solely in the interests
of the returned soldiers.  ‘Tlie hon. member
sail he had never seen this provision in any
other measure. Tt has been borrowed from

Some of it will be
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the Discharged Soldiers’ Settiement Acts of
the other States.

Mr. Draper: Which State!

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Victoria.

The PREMIER: And, conseguently, I think
the House may jwdge from this that consider-
able thought has been expended on the pro-
vision. Moreover, the Vietorian Aet wad
passed a considerable time ago, and no ob-
jeetion has been raised to it. That provision
still remains. Al these matiers ean be ex-
plained in Comumittee, when I teel sure I shall
be able to satisfy the hon, member that we
are on safe grouwds in regard to that provi-
sion. I am sorry that hou. members have not
received the measure with that sympathetic
support which L coukl have desired. I am
afraid that their natural feelings in regard
to the returned soldiers have influenced them
in criticising the measure somewhat severely.
All hon. members desive to do the very best
they ean for the returncil soldiers, and T am
afraid that their enthugiasm in that direction
has impelled them to unduly ¢riticise, the mea-
sure. Exeeption has heen taken to the fact
that it is neecssary that the discharged soldier
wishing to go on the land should have certain
qualifications, that he should be passed a8 fit
hefore Dheing granted the ascistance provided
in the Bill. The moember for Northam said
that the ordinary settler could go on the land
withont any such test. | go further and say
that the ordinary settler ean huy a piece of
land with just as much facility as he can go
into a shop amd purchase a yard of cloth.
AN that is neeessary is that he should go to
the department, look up a plan, make an ap-
plication, and the thing iz dealt with. But in
onr soldicrs we are dealing with an entirely
different class of men, These men have been
to the Front, and in most cases will not be
physically fitted for the work. Some of the
men whe in the past have applied for land
have not been physically fit, and in conse-
fquence have failed. But I ean assure hon.
members that the Soldiers’ Qualifieation
Roard has been most lenient in its examina-
tion of the returned soldiers. Not any man
has been refused if he had the slightest chance
of waking goal. Unfortunate’y, applications
have heen made hy men whom it would be
suicidal to place on the land, As time goes
on, I hope we shall be in a position to give
those men who have a taste for the life some
apportunity of trving whether they are really
physically fit for the work. Tt will be better
for them to try somewhcre other than on a
holding of their own, and T have in mind a
sehome under which we might be able to place
those men on some large area, under proper
control, where they will be able to demonstrate
on the spot their ability to carry on the work.
Much has been snid in regard to pastoral
leases for returned soldiers. T should like the
returncd soldiers to obtain pastoral leases if
they so desire. Hon. members are aware that
the areas available for pastoral leases in the
State are not very great in nnmber, Notwith-
standing this, wherever there is an applieation
from a man who iz desirous of taking up this
clasa of conntry, every assistance is afforded
to him by the Repatriation Department. I do
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aot like the term Repatriation Department. It
leads to vonfusion in the minds of hon. mem-
bers, because we have nothing to do with the
question of repatriation in the proper accepta-
tion of the term. All we have to do is to
settle men on the land. We are desirous of
settlirg as many as wish to go in for pastoral
purswsts, and much has already been done in
that direction, 1 should like members to get
out of their minds the idea of destroying those
great sheep stations which we have in the
North-West, and of putting possibly inexperi-
enced people upon them in place of the pre-
sent experienced holders. We have built up
in Anstralia the finest breed of merino sheep
in the world, a elass of shecp that is the envy
of the world, We have built up a flock of
sheep which furnishes the finest wool in the
world, and Auwstralin is very mueh enriched
by this fact. If those areas are cut up, aml
the sheep hreeding pat inte the hands of
noviees, we would, | am sure, have our great
merinoe  flocks destroyeid. Thore who have
built up these flocks have donc so by a life-
time of study. It is not easy to build vp a
merino flock, This has only been done by
great industry and study on the part of those
engarxed in the work, 1 ghould be sorry to
sco these focks broken uwp. During the last
20 years a great deal has been done in West-
ern Australia in the way of sheep breediug,
and it would be most regrettable that any-
thing should he Qone to destroy this industry
by taking away from those who hold these
pastoral leases and giving them to novices,
those areas upon whieh they have done such
magnificent work.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. Lambert: The aggregation of this en-
ormouy territory is not juatifed.

The PREMIER: These are my views in re-
gard to the matter, and T trust rembers will
not permit such a thing to take place. § am
also desirons of giving the returncd soldiers
every opportunity that we ean find, where we
are dealing with men who possess some know-
ledge of sheep and cattle raising, to take up
land in our great pastoral country. The eriti-
cismi whieh has been ievelled at the RBill has,
[ feel sure, been levelled at it ont of regaml
for the returned soldiers. 1 do not (hink
menibers have eriticised it simply from a de-
sire to oppose the Government in the matter,
or ‘rom a desire to harass them in the pass-
ing of this measure, T am sure all hon. mem-
bers look upon it as outside of Larty wmatters,
and are desirous of dealing with the Bill with
the sole objeet of benefiting those men wha
retern from the Frout, at the same time pro-
tecting the interests of the State. Ton. mem-
bers have said that there are no bhenefits nnder
thiz Bill whieh cannot be obtained without the
Rill, and that we do net need it. The CGov-
ernment bhave been ecriticised for a long time
for not having brought in a measure of this
deseription.  Now that we present this Rill
wo arc told by some hon. membhers that it is not
neeessary, T believe that those officers we have
in the Lands Department are quite capahle
of dealing with the returned soldier even with-
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out this measure; at the same time they are
desirous of having the Bill so that the inter-
ests of the returned soldier shall be protected
as far as possible. There is no dual control
in this matter, although this was strongly em-
phasised by aome hon. inembers, 1 have broken
down thig dual control. I have an officer of the
Lauds Department controlling the settlement
of discharged soldiers, and an oflicer of the
Agricultural Bank, together with the Under
Seevetary for Lands, is working this system.
Members have also said that the hoard's re-
commendation need not be carried out by the
Agrieultural Bank, and that there is therefore
likely to be a block. The reason for placing
Mr. MeLarty in charge of the settlement ot
discharged soldiers was that we might have
someonce there who was absolutely in ¢lose
touch with the Agricultural Bank. We have
entire conlidence in the general manager of
the Agricultural Bank, and Mr. Melarty has
been that gentleman’s understudy as assistant
manager. Beeanse of this, hon. members will
gec that there is a strong link binding together
the Lands Department branch of the settle-
ment of ilischarged soldiers and the financial
part of the scheme as controlled hy the man-
ager of the Agricultural Bauk,

Mr. Pickering: Are you not operating on
the funds of the Agricultural Bank?

The PREMIER: We are, but we are first
operating on the £500. The Agricultural Bank
is the banker and holds the money.

Mr. Pickering: Tn trust?

The PREMIER: The member for North.
Bast Fremantle (llon. W. . Anpgwin)
was right in saying that the money did
not Dbelong to the Commonwealth Govern-
went.  Thig is werely money borrowed by the
Federal Government and loaned to the Western
Australian Government, We are responsible
for it and have to pay interest on it. The only
thing is that the difference between the inter-
est in the early stages and the interest at
which the money has been aclually horrowed,
will he partly borne by the VFederal Govern-
ment ami partly by the Western Australian
tiovernment, Beyond that the Federal Govern-
ment have no responsibility. We are dealing
with a big financial matter en this question.
No matter how aympathetic we may he, and
how mueh we may be inclined to allow ourselves
to be earried away by ssntiment, we have
to endeavour to deal with this question in a
husineastike way., While assisting a dizchargeil
soldier, and endeavouring to scttle him in com-
fort on the land, we have to see that the in-
terests of the taxpayer, who finds the money,
and the interests of the State, are protected.
This will be done. The returned soldier will
be treated as sympathetically as possible, and
every endeavour will be made to place him
in that niche for whieb he is suited, and not
into that for whieh he is nnsuited. The Bill is
mainly a Committee Bill. T trust that in Com-
wittee it will be considered in all its aspects
in the interests of the returned soldier, and
without any warmth exeept ont of a desire to
help those men who wish to settle on the land,
and whom we desire to make homes for them-
selves and a competenee which will grive them
happy lives in this country, to which they have
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returned, and which they lbave so nobly as-
sisted in defending.

Question put and passed.

Rill read a second ,time.

Tn Committee.
Mr. Stubbs in the Chair;
charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1, 2—aypreed to.

the Premier in

| Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.|

Progresa reported.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL LANDS PTR-
CIABE ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading,

Irebate reswmed from the 10th October.
Tion. W. (. ANGWIN (North-East I're-
mantle) |[10.0]:  After having looked ecare-
fully through the Bill T have come to the
conclugion that, with the exception of one or
two slight amendments which are necessary
to the parent Aet, a large number of the
clauses contained in it are really unnecessary.
In moving the sccond reading of the Bill, the
I'remier ointed out that it was necessary not
only in the interests of the State but of the
soldier that the very large areas of land which
adjoin the railway system, and which are at
present not heing utilised, should be brought
under cultivation. He pave us to understand
that in this Bill he had made special provision
for compulsorily aequiring laml for the settle-
went of our soldiers. Tn this State there are
not many persons who hold land of any con-
siderable area in the agriculoral districts,
and to whom, therefore, the compulsory
clanses of the measure would apply., In fact,
the Bill will not apply at all to any land
under £10,000 in value. After examining the
arcas of land held in various parts of the
State, it i3 safe to say that very little land
indeed which is required for the settlement of
soldiers can be compulsorily purchased under
this Bill. Take, for instance, the Avondale
estate, which consists of about 10,000 scres
and cogt abont £30000. Te ecompulsorily
purehase a similar estate for soldiers’ settle-
ment wnder this Bill would be impossible, be-
cauge the Bill provides a vight to the owner
to retnin of his estate a certain area propor-
tionate to its valwe; that is to say, its unim-
proved value. Tu the case of an estate such
as the Avondale, the value of the improve-
ments would be so much as to render the ae-
quisition of the estate by the Government im-
possible except by way of arrangement. The
Premier told us that certain powsers proposed
by this Bill have been in the Railways Act for
some time, and that the Government were 2l-
ready in a position to compulsorily aequire

Iand within 15 miles of a railway.

The Premier: Within two years of the con-
struetion of the railway,

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: The hon. gentle-
man alse said that that provision of the
statute had never heen availed of,

The Premier: That is so.
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The principal rea-
son for that is the wording of our Public
Works Act, under which the land would be-
come compulsorily acquired. In New Zealand
the Government have power, if they so de-
sire, to acquire land by paying the taxation
valee placed on the land by the owner bim-
self, pluos ten per cent. But here we have no
provision of a like nature. In almost every
instanee where the Goverminent have aequirad
land at all, they have had te pay considerably
above its value. The Premier, by this Bill,
secks to do away with valuation by assessors,
and to compel an appeal to the Supreme
Court insteail of to the valuation court. In
about $¢ per cent, of the cases where land
has been acquired compulsorily and the mat-
ter has been referred to the valuation court,
the Government have had te pay considerably
above the fair valug, and in some cases doublo
the value placed on the land by its owner
for taxation puorposes. The CGovernment re-
quired certain land at Midland Junction for
a marshalling yard. That land was owned
by a well known resident of Midland .June-
tion, Mr, Morrison, and was only a small
pieece. For taxation purpogses Mr., XMorrison
had valued it at £80. The court awarded £109.
Similarly Mr, Hummerston hell spme land
which it was necessary for the (Government to
resume.  He valued it at £120; the court
awarded £380. Again, Mr. 8S8haw, of Fre-
mantle, held land which was needed by the
Government for public werks. Mis valuation
for taxation purposes was £2,500. The court
awarded. £4,000. When the Government re-
quired other land the claim was for £4,086,
and the court awarded £3,954. The owner’s
value for taxation purposes was £1,000. T
could go on quoting instances all showing
clearly that on nearly every oceasion when
the Government find it necessary to acquire
land compulaorily they have to pay far above
its value. For the period 1911 to 1915 there
were claims made on the Government for land
compulsorily taken, amounting to £831,360.
The total amount valued by the Govern-
ment  was  £420,446.  Morcover, a large
number of claimants settled with the Govern-
ment, while the others went to ecourt. The
court deeided that the Government must pay
£78,000 or £79,000 more than the Government
thought the fair valve of the land. Thus we
recognise the difficulty which would cnsue if
land  required for solliers were eompul-
sorily acquired; there would Dbe no possi-
bility of fixing the price of that Iand
for some considerable time after the
soldicr had taken it up, The Public Works
Act, under which the land would be ae-
quired, allows the owner of the land two
years to give notice of any claim, and there-
upen action must be taken within twelve
montha. 8o there is the posaibility of a de-
lay of 2% years or thvee years after the
soldier is settled on the land bhefore ke
knows what is the value of the land. I do
not think the compulsory clanses of thia Bill
are worth anything at all for the purchase
of agricultural landa. TIntil we alter our
Public Works Act to correspond in this re-
speet with the New Zealand Act, which I
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have deseribed, it would be useless to ae-
quire any land compulsorily for the pur-
poses of land scttlement. As the Premier
says, this is principally a Committee Bill.
However, I was much surprised to discover
at the very commencement of the measure
that very little care had been taken in its
drafting. There arc scetions quoted which
are entirely wrong. They refer to the wrong
places. There is Clanse 3, for example.
The Premier: What is the error?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 1t refers to the
wrong provision of the principal Act. The
Premier said he did not think it necessary
that 3 board appointed to examine lands of
which the repurchase by the Government was
contemplated should alse inquire and report
whether there were any Crown lands in the
immediate neighbourhood available for set-
tlement. The I'remier said, ‘*We have that
information already in the office, and there
is no neceggity for such a matter to be re-
ported on by the board.”” The Ilonorary
Minister for Laads to-night said, ‘‘We have
splendid reports from the officials in regard
to the area at Ilarvey.’’ Yet he said he con-
sidered thosc reports entirely wrong and
tiigleading. 1f we have large areas of Crown
Innds in any given distriet, and it is there-
fore not necessary to repurchase estates, the
price of which ig swollen by  two-thirds.
Next we find that the Minister wishes to
retain the right to say, in regard to inspec.
tion of estates, what members of the board
should inspeet. T agreec with the Premier
that it is necessary to increase the number
of the members of the board, I also agree
with him that therc has been in the past
some diffienlty regarding the Land Purchase
Board, because the whole personnel of the
board bas been chosen from one arca of
Western Australia. Tn the past nearly
every member of the board has been taken
from the eastern distriets, and nope of the
members knew anything whatever about the
value of the south-western districts. When
an estate is offered to the Governmoent for
re-purchase, and the Governmcut consider
the estate svorthy of inspection, the board
themselves should be the authority to say what
memhber or members of the board shounld re-
port on that estate. There may not be any-
thing in this, but it is often alleged that in
connection with the vepurchase o. estates
political influence is used.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott {(Honorary Minie-
ter): Yon see the object of that, too.

Hon. W. (¢, ANGWIN: T see the object
of that, If the board themselves decide who
ghall be the members to report, it will largely
remove or ohviate aceusations of political in-
fluence.

Hon. ¥. E. 8. Willmoett (Honorary Minis-
ter): But vou can see the absurdity of
bringing & man down from Geraldten to sit
on a board.

Heon. P. COLLIER: A member of the
Donrd drawn from the South-West and asked
to value south-western land might be inter-
ested in upholding the value of such land,

[ASSEMBLY.]

because he himself ownsg land in the South-
West.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It will relieve the
Miunister for Lands if the board decided who
should report, and then “there would be no
aucensation that the Minister chose the very
ones he wanted to go and repert. It would
also relieve the Minister of responsibility if
the whole thing were referred to the board
to decide. [ find very little improvement in
the mceasure so far as assistance to soldiers
is concerned. The principal gain to a dis-
charged soldier is the fact that he has 13
years longer in which to pay for his land,
but whon we -‘ome to the question of assist-
ance, the Bill at the first glance makes one
thinlkk the seldier is going to get speeial
privileges, But there is nothing definite at
all in the Bill. In every instanco the Min-
ister may do ttis, that or the other thing. The
Minister has also the opportunity of differ-
cutiating in regard to returned soldiers, He
may, if he so desires, relieve the soldier of
the first half-year’s instalments:; he may, if
he desirves, relicve him of the payment of in-
ferest on the value of the land and only
charge survey fees and cost  of the
improvements; he may, if he desires,
roelieve  the soldier from the payment
of interegt in the firat yvear, or he may re-
licve him of the payment of any interest or
iugtalments for the first five years. Itshows
clearly therefore that there in nothing de-
firite laid dowr in the Bill. The whole thing
is left in abeyance. The Minister may say
that he will allew the matter to stand over
for 12 months without interest, while to an-
other soldier he may say *‘‘You shall have
five years in which to pay’’ and yet to an-
other ‘¢ You shall only pay for the surveys and
improvements for the first 12 months.'' And
so differential treatment may be meted out
from start to finish.

Mr, Tcesdale: Must there not be disere.
tionary power in certain instances?

Hun, W, C. ANGWIN: It is far better
to have it laid down definitely. If the Bill
has been hrought in for the express purpose
of proviling speeial privileges to returned
soldiers in comnection with the repurchased
estates, it is mueh better that the soldiers
should know dcfinitely before they approach
the Minister or take up the land, what they
van pget.

Ton. F. B. & Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): You must give them the opportunity of
taking up the land on 25, 30 or 40 years’
ters.,

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: The Bill provides
for not exvecding 40 years. We must bear in
mind that the repurchased estates have enst
us close on €1 yer acre, and on that land the
soldier lias to pay at the present time 614 per
eent, aml another one per eent. in addition.
Then over and above that, on the money ad-
vaneed to him by the State he has to pay for
the fiest year 714 per cent.,, in the second
vear 4 per cent, in the third year 413 per
cent,, and g0 on until it renches G614 per cent,
Now is it possible under sueh conditions for
a soldier to undertake to pay in the firat five
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Years? It is an impossibility. I regret that
tbe Premier has pot included a provision in
the Bill to deal with those areas which were
taken up by individuals, areas in exeess of
what they actually required. There are many
people in this State who took up considerably
more land thao they intended to utilise and a
elsuse might have been included in the Bill to
give those people an opportunity to put that
land under cultivation, in defanlt of which
it should be taken from them, payment being
made at the same rate at which they secured
it from the Crown and no more. If that were
done, we could go with some confidence to
the soldiers and say, ‘* We are handing over to
you this land which is elose to a railway and
on which there is a great possibility of your
sueeeeding in making a livelihood.’” But it
is o mistake to resume land where only a
small portion has been improved, where build-
inge have been erected on one part of it only,
and on which interest at the rate of 73 per
cent. would have to be paid and thea expeet
soldiers to make a living on it. We are
aware that many complaints have been made
by settlers who have taken up land which has
been repurchased by the State, and it is neees-
sary to relieve that diffieulty. A period of
10 years has been added to the time for pay-
ments and that will assist to a large extent,
but with interest and sinking fund added, the
cost of the land has been increased 100 per
cent. What T mean to say is that those people
who have taken up land from the Government
will have to pay 100 per cent. more than
it cost the (Government.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): That iz bound to be.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: How fthen can we
agk soldiera under a Bill of this deseription
to take up areas on repurchased estates and pay
interest on the eapital which bas been in-
vested and expect them to immediately make
the land productivet Except in very few set-
tlements, and then on very small holdings,
ean any improvements be carried out. The
Yandanooka estate cost £1 per sere or
£140,000.

The Colonial Treasurer: It cost £62,000.
The other portion of it is leasehold. -

Hon, W, §. ANGWIN: Many of the other
estates which we repurchased cost £3 and £4
per acre. Narra Tarra cost over £2 an acre.

The Colonial Treasurer: Yandanooka cost
£1 an acre all round.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: The Premier told
us the other day that it was intended to re-
duce the price of land at the Yandanooka
estate sc as to enable soldiers to settle om it.
The interest in that case is 4 per cent., but
under the Bill soldiers will have to pay 73
per cent.

The Colonial Treasurer: Why?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Because nader the
Loeal Inscribed Stock Aet the interest is 61;
per cent.

The Colonial Treasurer: They can easily ar-
range for the purchase of 4 per cent. bonds.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I notice that in
Queensland they have provided that in con-
nection with all lands purchased for soldiera
the debentures shall only ecarry 4 per cent.
interest. The Bill before us provides that
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the preseribed rate shall be that provided for
under the Inscribed Stock Act, and them it
says also that it shall be increased by 1 per
cent. above that. There iz no need to say
any more except to again express regret that
the Premier has not made it compulsory to ac-
quire land from persons whe hold it without
any intention of improving it and paying for
it what the holders originally gave to the Gov-
ernment.

Mr., PICKERING [10.29]: X

mov

(Sussex)

e—

That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put ard negatived.
Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

House adjourned at 10.30 p.m,

[———————————

Tegislative Council,

Tuesday, £2nd Qotober, 1918,

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

[For ‘‘Papera presented’’ see ‘'Minutes of
Proceedings.’’]

BILL—FRUIT CASES.
Introdiced by Hon. C, ¥. Baxter (Honor-
ary Minister) and read a first time.

NOTICE OF MOTION—HONORARY MITN-
ISTER, HON. C. F. BAXTER, WANT
OF CONFIDENCE.

Hon, H, CARSON (Central) [4.32]: Ta
the motion of which notice has *been given by
Hon. A. Sanderson, ‘‘That the Honorary Min-
ister {Hon. C, F. Baxter) does not possess the
confideace of the members of this House,'' in
ordert *

The FPRESIDENT [433]: In reply to the
hon. member I would inform him that it is not
part of the business of the Legislative Couneil
to express confidence or want of confidence in
any member. As there is only one Honorary
Minigter, and his conduet is impugned, the mo-
tion becomes a personal attack and is im-
proper. A substantive motion may be framed
on some maiter of public business, on which
the judgment of the House ¢an be taken. I
disallow the motion in its present form.

Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban} [4.35]): This places me in a difficult
position.

The PRESIDENT: The hor. member can
only move that my ruling be disagreed with,
hH:n. A. SANDERBON: May I gpeak to
that



